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Translation from the front cover:

Buddhism is a multicultural and virtuous teachings
directed by the Buddha towards all sentient beings in the
whole universe. It explains the reality of life and the
universe, that both sentient beings and teachings are equal,
and that virtuous abilities and wisdom are actually within
our true self-nature. Buddhism teaches us how we should
harbour a broad mind with the qualities of sincerity, purity,
equality, proper understanding and compassion. In mind
and spirit and getting along with all conditions. And that
we should set good examples for others to follow. Through
these words, we see the Buddha as a compassionate
multicultural social educator, worthy of emulation.
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Understanding the Concept of “One Living Entity”
A Multicultural World - Path to Permanent Stability and Peace

We hope that all the different races and religions can treat one another equally
and live in harmony, and that we hold the same ideals and understanding.

and sages are positive that a man’s self-nature is good.




All the sentient beings, including Buddhas, and people, have the same self-
nature, and therefore have the capacity to be all knowing; have the same dharma
body, and therefore have the potential to achieve the same perfectly virtuous

appearance.

The only d_ifference between Buddhas and us is that we are deluded while
dhas are enlightened. Due to differ rees of delusion, our physical ap-




PROFILE OF VENERABLE MASTER CHIN KUNG

Yae-Hong Hsu,
better known by his
Buddhist name Vener-
able Shi Chin Kung,
was born in February
of 1927 in Lujiang
County, Anhui Prov-
ince of China. For thir-
teens years, under the
I guidance of three
teachers successively,

eminent professor Dong-Mei Fang, Tibetan Liv-
ing Buddha Master Zhang Jia, and well known
Buddhist Dharma Master Bing-Nan Lee, Vener-
able Master Chin Kung studied diligently of Bud-
dhist sutras, history and philosophy. He is well
versed in numerous Buddhist sutras, discussions
of various Buddhist schools, and also in the
teachings of Confucianism, Taoism, Catholicism,
Islam and other religions. He has spent most of
his time and effort in studying, practicing and
teaching Pure Land Buddhism in which he at-
tained his greatest achievements.

In 1959, Master Chin Kung became a monk
at Linji Temple of Yuanshan, Taipei and was given
the Buddhist name Chin Kung. After receiving
full ordination, he began lecturing and propa-
gating the Buddhaj|s teachings in Taiwan and
abroad. For more than forty years, he has con-
tinuously given lectures on the Five Sutras of Pure
land School, Flower Adornment Sutra,
Surangama Sutra, Complete Enlightenment Sutra
and many others. To date, at the age nearly 80,
he is still happily and tirelessly lecturing daily.
Due to the world conflicts and turbulence in the
recent years, Master Chin Kung has been busily
promoting the value of reintroducing traditional
educational system around the world. However,
upon every return to the Pure Land Learning
College, he resumes his lectures. In year 1998,

Master has started to give lectures series on
Flower Adornment Sutra, and been sustaining 4
hours teaching daily tirelessly since.  As of today,
more than 2500 hours of lectures have already
given.

True sincerity, purity of mind, equality,
proper understanding, compassion, see through,
let go, attain freedom, accord with conditions
and be mindful of Buddha Amitabha are ten
main practicing guidance and principles that
Master Chin Kung has summarized from more
than 50 years of practicing experience. He initi-
ated the use of modern high technology; through
TV zatellite and internet to achieve 24 hours 7
days a week long distance learning of Buddhism
and teachings of saint and sages. Through the
implementation of his goal of world peace and
unity among religion, races and culture, the
Master has shown great compassion and indis-
crimination for all.

Since 1977, Master Chin Kung has begun to
accept invitations to lecture abroad. He exten-
sively promoted the idea of Pure Land Learning
Association and Pure Land Learning College,

forms of organizations dedicated for practicing,
for the distribution of Buddhism books and me-
dia products, and for fostering Dharma lecture
successors. Over the past several decades, there




have been more than 120 such organizations
established around the world.  Master Chin Kung
haz printed and freely distributed over ten mil-
lions books of sutras, discourses on Buddhism,
and other related books. Moreover, there are
over 1700 sets of Great Buddhist Cannon printed
and freely offered to libraries, universities and
Buddhism organizations, For the purpose of train-
ing more qualified lecturers to carry on the im-
portant work of propagating Buddhism, in 1995,
Singapore Buddhist Lodge and the Amitabha
Buddhist Society of Singapore jointly sponsored
a Buddhism lecturers training program; in 2001,
there was the establishment of Pure Land Learn-
ing College Association, Inc in Australia, also as
a training ground. Both establishments have
since been under the guidance of Master Chin
Kung.

Carrying the responsibility of “learning to be
a teacher, acting as a role model”, in every place
he has lived, Master Chin Kung has always done

his best to promote peace and unity among dif-
ferent groups as well as the values of learning
In 1985, Master Chin Kung
immigrated to the United States. During the time

moral principles,

he lived there, he won the awards from both
city of Dallas and the state of Texas as Honorary
Citizen. After two years of migrating to Austra-
lia in 2002, he was awarded the Honorary Doc-
tor of University and Honorary Professor by
Griffith University, and Honorary Doctor of Uni-
versity and Adjunct Professor by University of
Queensland.  In April 2004, he was again
awarded the Honorary Doctor of University by
University of Southern Queensland.

Since 1998, to genuinely put the doctrines
of Flower Adornment Sutra into practice, the
Master has had the vision of every religion is
about education of divine love and kindness, the
God from every religion is manifestation of the
same One God, an idea of multiculture. In
Singapore, he encouraged communication to
gain mutual understanding among nine differ-
ent religious groups, and invites the leaders of
the nine religious groups every week to give lec-
tures to the public in Singapore Buddhist Lodge.
At the same time, he has also taken the time to
participate in Multicultural Forum hosted by Ab-
original and Minority Group of Queensland.

Australian Allorney-General,
Hon. Philip Ruddock, MP

Australian Minister for Citizenship and
Multicultural Affairs,
Hon. Gary Hardgrave, MP

Awustralian Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Hon. Alexander Downer, MP



As a representative of Griffith University,
Master Chin Kung was invited to attend and give
a speech in the Network of Universities and In-
stitutions for Asia-Pacific Peace-Building and
Conflict Prevention, facilitated by the UPEACE
Asia Pacific Programme, in Bangkok, Thailand
in July 2003. August of the same year, he was
invited by the Australia Council for the Promo-
tion of Peaceful Reunification of China(ACPPRC)
ta the Eyes on Tibet Charity Gala Dinner, a char-
ity event that raised money in helping cure cata-
racts patients in Tibet.

In October of 2003, Venerable Master Chin
Kung was invited by the Vice President of
Indonesia, Dr. Hamzah Haz, to visit Indonesia.
During this initial visit, Master shared his thoughts
with many officials and religious leaders of
Indonesia. In the conversation with former Presi-
dent Mr. Wahid, Master proposed constructive
suggestion for the country’s unification and
peace, and emphasized the importance of propa-
gating religious education. While in Indonesia,
Master Chin Kung received tremendous welcome
and was asked to come back to Indonesia for
lectures.  Minister of Religious Affairs of
Indonesia, Prof. Dr. Said Agil, invited Master
again to Indonesia in February, 2004. During
the speech titled “Humanity, Love and World
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Peace”, Master shared his view: that in order to
obtain stable society and world peace, it had to
be built upon reintroducing the moral teaching
of saints and sages.

January, 2004, Venerable Master Chin Kung,
representing Griffith University, was invited to
attend the 2004 Okayama NGO Summit for In-
ternational Contribution held by Okayama Topia
for International Contribution (OTIC) in
Okayama to discuss the topic “Education for
Sustainable Development”. During several days
of discussion and knowledge exchange with dis-
tinguished representatives from all over the
world, Master pointed out an ideology from an-
cient saints and sages, “to build a country and to
guide its citizen, one must start by educating its
people”; furthermore, he explained that all the
religions were education of compassion and
kindness, in order to solve the current problems
of social crisis and global unrest, one had to first
solve his inner conflicts and unrests. Only if
everyone would introspect oneself to find peace
and purity within, this world would have a bright
future. With his compassion, Master Chin
Kungj|s sincere speech with easily comprehen-
sible explanation left deep impression to his au-
dience who later expressed admiration and
aratitude.
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Speech Given at the
Centre for Peace

and Conflict Resolution

8th March 2002

Respected Vice-Chancellor John Hays and
professors, | would like to express my apprecia-
tion to the university for giving me this opportu-
nity to share and exchange my ideas with you. |
have been a Buddhist lecturer for forty-four years.
In my understanding, Buddhism is a multi-cul-
tural social education. Today, we would say that
Shakvamuni Buddha was the founder of multi-
cultural social education, a true social volunteer.
His goal was to help sentient beings understand
the true reality of life and the universe, to treat
everyone equally, to co-exist harmoniously, and
to live in mutual cooperation with all others.

In my lectures, | have said that Buddha
taught three principles. The first is to treat every-
one equally and to co-exist harmoniously regard-
less of nationality, race, and religion. The sec-
ond is to regard nature and all existence with a
non-discriminatory mind. The third is 10 treat all
spiritual beings with equal respect and harmony.
In Buddhism, peace is the core concept for guid-
ing all beings. Whether or not peace can be
achieved depends on “equality.” Only with a
non-discriminatory mind, will peace be realized.
The Buddha was a humble person who respected,
helped, and cared for everyone. He showed us,
through his example, the only way to attain
peace.

When | read the Chinese translation of your
report on the Centre for Peace and Conflict
Resolution, | was impressed and greatly moved.
I thought of a gentleman, Mr. Jia-Cheng Li in
Hong Kong. He and others truly understand the
importance of education and are very enthusi-
astic in their support. After sharing the same re-
port with them, they expressed support for the
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centre. Mr. Lee, whom | have met only once
before, would like to see me again. He and |
agreed that the curriculum (to eliminate conflict
and promote peace) offered at this centre is of
the utmost importance and needs to be taught
as soon as possible. We should do our best to
accomplish this project. We hope this centre will
have a strong positive influence on society.

We must resolve conflict with peace. We
need to realize that we can never calculate the
true loss and damage from war. We hope this
centre can lead us to peace by resolving all hu-
man-made disasters and warfare. This will bring
infinite merit to the centre.

Today, it is very important to help the
younger generation set new moral standards and
to gain proper understanding of life and the
universe. Fame and wealth diminish with time.
Only by benefiting society will we receive infi-
nite merits and virtues,

Looking back through history, how many of
us remember leaders and prestigious people from
the past? Consider the founders and leaders of
spiritual traditions: Confucius in the Orient and
Jesus in the West, Islam’s Mohammad and
Buddhism’s Shakyamuni Buddha. They lived
lives of hardship and sacrificed their own inter-
ests for the well being of others. After hundreds
and thousands of vears, they still have the re-
spect of those who learn from their examples.
This is the true value of life: Life is only valuable
and meaningful when we lay aside our own in-
terests to dedicate ourselves to the interests of
others. Only a person who can accomplish this
will not have wasted his or her precious life.

Today, the vice-chancellor and professors of
the University of Queensland have generated
utmost compassion and are working towards the
great goal of world peace. This is a ray of bright
light for our world. | have told everyone that
you are messengers: Bodhisattvas who are here



in this world to accomplish this good work to
help save this world, We should all work together
to support this great mission. | am just following
behind your foot steps with this small
contribution. | sincerely offer my best wishes to
the University and hope that the Centre will soon
accomplish its goal. | truly believe that all those
who endure suffering will be very grateful to the
University and to all of you, the Bodhisattva
professors. Promoting education is a greatest
deed. It is said in a Chinese classic: “Education
is crucial in the establishment of a nation: It trains
its leaders and its people.” The education of
peace is the best and most virtuous teaching
among all the teachings of the ancient sages and
saints.

Lastly, | hope that all virtuous and kind-
hearted people will work together to support the
great task of saving our world and bringing com-
fort to all people. We cannot afford to lose such
a rare opportunity to invest in future world peace.

Chin Kung

Master Chin Kung Sharing his
Ideas with Archbishop John
Bathersby, Catholic Arch-
bishop of Brisbane & Rev. Dr.
Ray Reddicliffe of the Uniting
Church in Australia

13 June 20032

Religious education is critical for the world.
If we observe the global situation in the past half-
century, many countries have been disrupted by
increasing conflicts and disasters. People are
afraid of these crises and have been looking for

solutions. Yet, to save our world from grave
disasters, there is no solution other than religious
education. It is the teachings of God and sages

that will help to save our world.

If human beings cannot abide by the teach-
ings of sages and instead attach to their own
viewpoints and opinions, we will create grave
mistakes. Today's education only focuses on
science, technology, and financial benefits but
has neglected morality, ethics, and love. This
neglect has brought grave disturbances and ca-
tastrophes to society. Scientific and technologi-
cal advancements, without guidance from teach-
ings of God and Holy Sages, will only be harm-
ful to living beings and eventually destroy the
whole world. Therefore, many compassionate
people have begun to search for solutions to save
the world, minimize negative influences on
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society, and purify our minds and hearts. They
have thought of many possible ways, but
unfortunately, most have overlooked religious
education.

In fact, recent conflicts in the Middle East
were also due to people’s neglect of Islamic teach-
ings and exploitation by those with selfish
purposes. The sacred book of Koran does men-
tion the Holy War. Holy War refers to self-de-
fence - not invasion. It is absolutely not to attack
others by using violence, China’s Eight-year Re-
sistant War to the Japanese invasion is an ex-
ample of a holy war, because it was self-defence,
definitely not invasion of others.

The term Islam means peace and harmony.
How can someone attack others with military
force or violence? If everyone understands the
true meanings of their religious teachings, people
can certainly live and work together in harmony.

With many years of studies in Buddhism and
other religions, Master Chin Kung believes there
is only one true God, who possesses perfect
wisdom, perfect ability, and perfect appearance.
This Holy Being takes on various identities with
numerous means to help people of different
regions, cultures, and races. His forms and ways
of education may be different but they all lead
to one goal.

From this, we understand that all living be-
ings throughout the whole universe, not just one
region, are children of God. God would wish
that every living being in the universe can ac-
cept and uphold the teachings of saints and sages.
We should not follow our own views, as they
always lead to mistakes. The difference between
sages and people is that their concerns are al-
ways for the benefits of others. People only care
and look after themselves.

As religious workers, we must learn from
God to broaden our minds and hearts. We should
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be concerned with the welfare and happiness of
all beings but not our own. Selfishness creates
munclane people. Altruism creates real disciples
and messengers of God.

We must harbour the sincere, pure and non-
discriminatory kindness to help all beings and
not to discriminate against others” race, religion,
or nationality. Chairman Mao of China, once said,
"We should serve people with all our heart and
strength.” “For the well being of all people, we
should serve people with all our heart and
strength.” Today, we need to sincerely practice
this principle.

Master Chin Kung feels very much indebted
to the Minister for Immigration and Multicultural
and Indigenous Affairs, Honorary Philip Ruddock
who wished him to remain in Australia. He hopes
that Master Chin Kung could contribute more
assistance and endeavours in the works of
Multiculturalism. Master Chin Kung is very grate-
ful to his invitation, thus he is now here in
Australia. Australia provides a very good envi-
ronment for multicultural development. It is the
first country to pioneer a multicultural depart-
ment by the government.

While in Australia, Master Chin Kung at-
tended the Multi Faith Forum and he met with
mir. Uri Themal OAM, Executive Director of
Multicultural Affairs in Queensland. This forum
was organized by Griffith University. In Australia,
the government and universities take the lead in
promoting multicultural harmony. Master Chin
Kung believes that multiculturalism will take
flight in Australia. He feels Australians are very
fortunate, pure, and kind people. He believes
that God will take special care of this land and
her inhabitants.

While Master Chin Kung is in Australia, he
has had a chance to meet with government
authorities, religious leaders, professors, and
chancellors of universities. In his view, all of them



are Messengers of God, and are indeed very out-
standing and precious. He is very honoured to
be in Australia to have the opportunity to join in
this multiculturalism work to save the world. He
has discussed with the professors and lecturers
of the Peace and Conflict Resolution Institute at
the University of Queensland that this work is
very urgent, and has to be carried out without
delay. This is because disasters are imminent and
people are worried about a World War 111,
nuclear warfare.

The ultimate principle of religious
education, the teachings of God and Holy Sages
is to harbour sincere, pure and non-discrimina-
tory love. If everyone could spread this love to
all beings throughout the whole universe, this
shall be the brightest light of the universe, and
the light of God. In Buddhism, it is the wisdom
of our True Nature and the light of compassion.
He hopes that this light could shine on the whole
universe and help resolve the sufferings of all
beings.

The love of God and Holy Beings is sincere,
pure, and unconditional. Every religious leader,
clergyman or clergywoman is a representative
of God, and must spread and foster God’s love.
Religious education shall be propagated not only
to people in one city, or one region, but also to
people in the whole world and universe.

Master Chin Kung wishes that in the future,
universities would have a specialized channel
on satellite TV station to broadcast religious
teachings. This channel can transmit the gospel
of God, teachings of the sages without interrup-
tion on a twenty-four hour basis, He hopes that
the university could organize a multi-faith edu-
cational committee to carry out the plans. This
committee would invite religious leaders from
each religion to teach on this channel. Once the
facilities are set, each religion could provide a
one-hour program daily. And these programs will
continue for twenty-four hours every day and

throughout the year to let everyone constantly
immerse themselves in the teachings of God and
the sages. Even though there are many other pro-
aram channels today, Master Chin Kung believes
that people have a kind conscience. They will
compare different channels and make a wise
choice. As the number of people watching this
channel increases, their hearts will change to-
wards goodness, and the social morality will
improve. This is why they hope to work on the
project of a satellite TV station and the Internet.

Moreover, he feels people need to continue
to keep in touch, have dialogue sessions with
prominent statesmen or stateswomen and reli-
gious leaders as well as eminent professors and
schaolars in academic circles, who are Messen-
gers of God, and have a great impact on society.
They should work together to save the world.

Talking about communication and ex-
change-visits, in the year 2000, Master Chin Kung
had helped to organise a delegation of leaders
from nine religions in Singapore, two from each
religion, to visit China’s religious organisations
for two weeks. The trip was a great success, Mas-
ter Chin Kung wished that through this
experience, they could organize a delegation
with Australian religious leaders as the host del-
egates to visit countries in Asia, North and South
America, and Europe. At least, we will organise
one or two trips a year. As a Chinese proverb
says, when people meet, closer ties will develop
between them. It is necessary for all religions to
foster closer ties, with a common goal, to pray
for world peace. Hopefully, global religious fol-
lowers will interact with each other in mutual
respect and loving kindness, non-discrimination,
harmony and peace, and work together with a
common goal to save this world from nuclear
warfare.

There are many kind-hearted people in our
world, who want to do something good, but they
do not know how. This deed is the best and fore-
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most important thing to do in the world. People
must put in their best efforts to carry out this task.
There will be many people as well as many more
Holy Beings who are willing to support this
project.

In the past five years, Master Chin Kung has
been pessimistic and worried for the future of
our world. After coming to Australia and meet-
ing the religious leaders, scholars in academic
communities, and officials in the government,
he sees a ray of hope that this world can be saved
for the saviours are in Australia. He hopes the
Most Reverend will take the lead in this work
and they will do their best to follow. Master Chin
Kung appreciates the hospitality of the Most
Reverend.

AUSTRALIA & CHINA

Thirty Year Anniversary
of Diplomatic Relations

Upon invitation extended from Madam
Jenny Wong, Master Chin Kung felt privileged
to attend this special event in celebration of the
30th vyear of diplomatic relationships between
Australia and China. The leaders and people of
these two countries have a great passion for
peace, stability, and prosperity. Their commit-
ment will benefit the world and set the standard
for others to follow. Madam Wong requested
Master Chin Kung to share with them the ideas
on encouraging world peace and resolving
conflicts.

The famous British historian, Professor
Arnold Toynbee, said “To solve the social prob-
lems of 21st century, we have to rely on the
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teaching of Confucius, Mencius, and the Buddha.
"How can Confucianism and Buddhism resolve
the social problems of the 21st century?”

The basic teaching$ of the Buddha and
Confucius are very similar. They both teach how
best to relate to others and to better understand
our place in the universe. If we follow their teach-
ings carefully, we can summarize them into three
areas:

1) Firstly, the relationship among humans,

2)  Secondly, the relationship between hu
mans and the natural environment, and

3) Lastly, the relationship among humans,
heaven and earth, and spirits;

In ancient times, people respected heaven,
earth, and spirits. But today, from the viewpoint
of science, we would say that they exist in the
same space, but in different dimensions. Once
we thoroughly understand these three
relationships, we can recover our true virtuous
self to love all people, and to diligently and per-
fectly practice these teachings. Our wisdom will
guide us on how to cohesively exist with all be-
ings in our universe. Therefore, it is the great
learning “to illuminate our original virtue and
wisdom, to love and care for all beings, and to
reach unsurpassed perfection.”

Confucius taught peace. The word for peace
in Chinese is “Ho Ping.” "Ho" means “to get along
harmoniously” and “ping” means “to treat all
equally.” A different orientation is used in the
Japanese language but the meaning is essentially
the same. Equality is the cause and harmony is
the result.

Society today is undergoing the most tumul-
tuous time in history. It truly is a “World of Chaos.
* Many people around the world are trying to
find the best way to stop the wrmoil and unrest.
Several universities are offering courses on con-
flict resolution and promotion of world peace.



This is indeed a good sign.

We can see from various sources, that there
are many conflicts in our world. What is the best
way to resolve them? The Chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Queensland has told Master Chin Kung
that this important topic is on their agenda. Dur-
ing one conference with several professors, Master
Chin kung raised the question of the root cause
of conflict. “In order to resolve any conflict, we
must know the cause of the conflict. If we can-
not find its origin and uproot it, then conflict
will never cease and peace can only be a vision.”

People have wished for peace throughout
eternity, yet peace continues to elude us. Instead,
conflict and chaos have increased. People are
unaware of the root cause of the problem - prob-
lems that lie in the family - in the conflicts be-
tween husbands and wives, parents and children,
brothers and sisters, teachers and students. This
is where conflict begins. If people focus on these
small conflicts, we can then resolve major con-
flicts in our world. If we go back further, the
family is still not the origin of these problems.
Then what is the origin?

The true cause lies within each of us. It is a
conflict between our true self and our habitual
self. Confucius said that all human beings are
born with a good nature. The true nature of all
beings is the same. The Buddha said that all be-
ings have the nature of Buddha (the ability to
become Buddha), the nature of ultimate purity
and goodness.

There is no difference in the teaching of
Confucius and Buddhism. Both explain that the
nature of all beings is kind. However, it has now
become unkind as a result of our habitual nature.
Our true nature has been defiled by our habitual
nature, thus causing conflicts between the two.
To love our parents and respect our teachers is
an exhibition of our true nature or virtuous
nature. However, many people today despise

Chinese Embassy in Australia, WU Tao

their parents, disrespect their teachers, and have
no love for their brothers and sisters. These are
all results of acting from the habits of our hu-
man nature.

Confucius taught about the Five Proper
Relationships:

1.  The love and cooperation between hus
band and wife:

2. The love of parents and the respect of the
children;

3. The love between brothers and sisters;
The compassion of an employer and the
loyalty of an employee;

5.  The love and trust between friends.

These relationships are a part of our true
nature. To practice virtues, to be dutiful, moral,
and honest is the proper way of life.

The basic teaching of Confucius is written
in Standards for Being a Good Student and Child.
In the past, this book was used as an elementary
teaching for all children in China. Master Chin
Kung has explained to his students that this book
is the basis for the study of wisdom and being a
sage. Just reading and memorising the book is
meaningless. To be able to practice its teachings
in our daily lives is the true benefit. A true learner
will study and practice every word, and follow
the teaching throughout his life.
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Just as a building requires a sound founda-
tion and strong framework, we do as well. Stan-
dards for Being a Good Student and Child is our
foundation. All the classics and commentaries
of Confucianism are decorations and furnishings
of the building. It is importance that we hold
strong beliefs, thorough understanding, and ex-
ercise these teachings wholeheartedly and
instinctively, not in a false manner,

The foundation and framework of Buddhism
is the Five Basic Precepts and Ten Virtuous
Conducts. They are Buddhist standards for be-
ing a good student and child. The *“Rules for
Novice” is the paint of the building whereas great
sutras and treatises of Buddhism are the final
decoration of the building.

Without these precepts and rules to follow
conflicts will arise. The ten evil deeds are in con-
flict with the ten virtuous deeds, which are simi-
lar to the Ten Commandments. Greed conflicts
with generosity, evil actions conflict with ethi-
cal self-discipline, hatred and anger with
patience, laziness with enthusiastic effort, wan-
dering thoughts with meditative concentration,
ignorance with wisdom, selfishness with help-
ing others, and desire with purity of mind. Break-
ing the precepts conflicts with keeping them.

If we cannot resolve our own conflicts from
within there is no hope to solve those of others.
If we carefully observe and reflect on the teach-
ings of saints and sages, we would realise that
their teachings help us to resolve inner conflicts
s0 that we can seek peace throughout the world.
Once our inner peace is gained our body will
be healthy. Illness is a reflection of a conflicted
mind. There is a Chinese saying, “A person with
great learning will come with a peaceful mind.”
A person with morality, virtues, wisdom, and a
good nature can be recognised from his daily
works, manner, behaviour towards others, and
peacefulness with all things. Morality, virtue, and
true knowledge reflect clearly in a person’s ev-
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eryday life.

Today people have talked about the way of
saints and sages. Since these wise people are still
respected and praised, we can safely assure that
their teachings remain meaningful and valuable.

Saints and wise emperors have said that to
properly build and rule a nation, moral educa-
tion is required. They understood that education
is essential in building a nation and governing
its people. In the past, emperors and governors
followed sage’s teachings, wishing they could
become a saint or sage one day. They worked
hard to learn from the proper teachings of the
wise. This is the origin of moral and virtuous
education. Therefore, to solve the escalating
conflicts and resultant tragedies of the 21st
century, people have to end their inner conflicts
first to attain lasting peace.

Finally, Master Chin Kung wishes that both
Australia and China will forever be good friends,
that each nation will know measureless
prosperity, that the leaders of both nations and
that all government officials will enjoy great
success. Master Chin Kung sincerely wishes them
be healthy and happyl




Trips to Indonesia
- Humanity, Love and World Peace

n October 2003, invited by Dr. Hamzah Haz, the Vice President of

Indonesia, Venerable Master Chin Kung visited Jakarta, Indonesia. On

28th October, Master gave a speech in the nation wide event, Youth Day
Ceremony, hosted by the Vice- President. During the six day visit, Master
Chin Kung met with the Minister of Religious Affair, Prof. Dr. Said Agil,
former President Mr. Wahid, various religious leaders and different news media.
Master expressed with each party his vision and the practical plan for build-
ing harmonious relationships for all religious groups and establishing a more
stable society for the country. This visit made positive contribution towards
the betterment of inter-faith dialog and unity.

In February 2004, Minister of Religious Affair, Mr. Agil Said invited Mas-
ter to come to Indonesia one more time, for a week long visit. Master was
asked to give a keynote speech on the grand opening ceremony of the Multi-
Faith Building. Master shared with everyone his thoughts on the subjects of
‘Humanity, Love and World Peace’. He also visited main religious organi-
zations in Jakarta and held dialogs with their leaders. Master Chin Kung was
later invited to attend the International Conference of Islamic Scholars. The
day before his return to Australia, Ambassador of China, Mr. Shumin Lu and
his wife invited Master to a lunch meeting at his residence.

i Catee - > o ‘{.; \
Ambassador of China in Indonesia, Former Indonesian President,
Mr. Shumin Lu Mr. Wahid
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PUT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION INTO PRACTICE
AND TURN A TURBULENT WORLD INTO PARADISE

- Minutes of the meeting of Venerable Master Chin Kung with the Vice President of Indonesia

Mr. Hamzah Haz, the Vice President of In-
donesia welcomed everyone:

“Welcome to Indonesia and we hope your
visit will be beneficial to our country. Our coun-
try is currently experiencing difficulties in the
areas of economic and social stability. Eighty-
five percent of the population is Muslim.
However, it is also a national policy that all reli-
gious groups be respected and protected, espe-
cially minorities. If all Muslims in Indonezia can
follow the true Islamic teachings, the country will
become a peaceful place and the issue of social
instability will be solved. As the Vice President
and as a Muslim, | take every opportunity when
speaking publicly to persuade all Muslims to fol-
low lslamic teachings and put them into prac-
tice in their daily lives. | also hope that Buddhists
will be able to advocate Buddhist education and
practice it in their daily lives,

The economy in Indonesia has many
problems, resulting mainly from the 1997 Asian
economy crisis. The country is now heavily in
debt. | hope Venerable Master Chin Kung will
be able to make full use of your influence to
encourage Buddhists and Chinese entrepreneurs
here to work together and help the Indonesian
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27th October, 2003

government overcome its dire economic
difficulty.”

Venerable Master Chin Kung:

You are absolutely correct, Mr. Vice
President. What you have said is exactly what
we were taught in Buddhism (putting the teach-
ings into daily practice). The world is in turmoil
and people are suffering greatly. We must rely
on education to confront our immediate dangers.
If we look at why China has been a peaceful,
united nation for thousands of years, we would
have seen that it was the result of proper educa-
tion - family education, school education, so-
cial education, and religious education. We have
brought some videos on the teachings of ancient
Chinese sages, on how the Buddha educated
people to resolve conflicts, and on how to culti-
vate virtues and morality. As Mr. Vice President
has just mentioned, the most important way to
help this world is to put religious teachings into
practice. Buddhists should not only pursue the
Buddha’s teachings but also study the teachings
of Allah, as well as other religious teachings
taught by both ancient and contemporary sages.
So long as we have tolerance, respect, humility,
compassion, care, and the willingness to coop-
erate with one another, the world can be
harmonious. If each of us is able to follow God's
teachings, our world will become Paradisel

In Singapore, | collaborated with nine re-
ligious groups and together we worked for mu-
tual benefit. For example, an Islamic organiza-
tion wished to establish a school. To do so, they
needed Singapore $750,000. Initially we were



only able to collect about $100,000. So we con-
tacted Buddhist and Islamic associations and
organized a walkathon event in which we col-
lected over one million dollars in a single day.
Another example was a Christian priest who
made a donation of Singapore dollar $100,000
to an |slamic organization. Inter-religious coop-
eration is extremely successful in Singapore. We
believe that communication between groups is
crucial. This requires that those who are com-
mitted to their respective religions not only work
in coordination within their own groups but also
collaborate with other religious organizations. |
believe similar success can be achieved in
Indonesia. | will definitely share what we have

talked about today with my colleagues and Bud-
dhists around the world.

At the end of the meeting, Venerable Mas-
ter Chin Kung presented gifts to the Vice
President: a piece of calligraphy with the Chi-
nese ideogram “Love” written by the Master
himself, and a paper fan, also with Chinese
calligraphy. Venerable Master Chin Kung
opened the fan and read to Mr. Haz, “The only
God in each different religion in this world
teaches all living beings to be humane,
benevolent, honest, harmonious, and impartial,
thereby to be liberated from suffering, and at-
taining happiness.”

DIFFERENT RELIGIONS FORM COMMON VIEW ON
PROMOTING RELIGIOUS EDUCATION TOGETHER

On the 30th of October, 2003, Venerable
Master Chin Kung, Honorary Professor of both
Griffith University and the University of
Queensland, hosted a dinner party for leaders
from five different religions - Islam, Christianity,
Catholicism, Hinduism, and Confucianism - at
the Shangri-La Hotel in Jakarta. Sitting together,
they discussed how to promote inter-religious
equality and harmony based on mutual respect,
mutual learning and cooperation, with the goal
to stabilize society through religious education.
A harmonious and joyful atmosphere permeated
through the entire dinner party. All the religious
representatives freely expressed their ideas and
together they formed common views on promot-
ing religious education, At the close of the
dinner, Venerable Master Chin Kung presented
each religious representative with a gift, includ-
ing a framed picture “Living in A Grateful World.”
The main content of their discussions is summa-
rized below.

Islamic leader, Prof. Dr. M. Din
Syamsuddin, Vice President of the Central Board
of Muhammadiyah, asked about the purpose of
Venerable Master Chin Kung's visit to Indonesia
at this time.

Islam Elder
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Venerable Master Chin Kung :

I was invited by the Vice President of Indo-
nesia to give a keynote address at the 75th Youth
Day Ceremony and also to have a meeting with
him in his office. In our meeting, the Vice Presi-
dent mentioned the two major problems facing
this country. The first is the economic. The sec-
ond is the problem of social instability problem.
He wished for us to offer him some assistance in
resolving these problems. In fact, the economic
problem should be the second concern. The
problem of social instability ought to be the No.
1 problem. A stable society will naturally attract
investors and business people to infuse capital
into the country, causing the economy to grow.
To stabilize the society, we have to rely on reli-
gious education. The Vice President said Mus-
lims should practise what Allah has taught, and
he wished that we Buddhists also practise the
teachings of the Buddha. This is exactly correct.

Mr. Theophilus Bela, General Secretary of
ACRP Indonesian Committee on Religion and
Peace, expressed his gratitude to Venerable Mas-
ter Chin Kung for inviting him and his family to
the dinner.

Venerable Master Chin Kung :

Different religions should be united. The
foundation of unity is to treat each other with
equality and to live together in harmony. This is
based on the Confucian idea that the intrinsic
nature of all human beings is kind. It is also based
on the Buddhist belief that all living beings and
Buddhas are equal in nature. Thus, different eth-
nic groups and religions are equal in nature. How
do we practise it? Religions should encompass
each other, respect each other, trust each other,
be modest and love each other, and care for each
other. This is the idea that | have in mind when
working on inter-faith harmoeny in Singapore and
Australia. The most important aspect of this work
is our sincere mind. It is said that utmost sincer-
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Director of Hinduism, Mr. Adi Seoripto

ity can crack open the hardest gold and stone.
So if we are not successful, it implies our sincer-
ity is not enough.

A Confucian represemtative asked Venerable
Master Chin Kung:

| heard that Confucius’ theories were
adopted by Buddhism as the teaching materials
in China, Why?

Venerable Master Chin Kung :

Buddhism is the education that helps en-
lighten people, and there can be many teaching
methods. As long as the teaching method is
effective, no matter if it is Confucianism or one
of the other religions, it can be adopted. Confu-
cianism is the foundation of Buddhism. This is
because Buddhism reveres teachers and their
teachings, and Confucianism values the filial pi-
ety the most. Revering teachers and their teach-
ings is built upon filial piety. When Buddhism
was introduced into China, it was well accepted
by the Chinese scholars, because Chinese schol-
ars already had a good foundation in
Confucianism.



Most important to learning is wisdom. To
obtain wisdom, one has to first broaden onej|s
mind and see further into the future. Mo matter
whether one chooses to study Buddhism or to
study Confucianism, one needs to learn all rel-
evant subjects. | am learning Buddhism, but |
also study Confucianism and other religions in
order to enhance my learning. In our learning
efforts, we should have our own main subject of
focus and learn other subjects to aid our main
study. For example, Christians should major in
the Old and New Testaments and, at the same
time, also should learn other religious scriptures.
To do so is to avoid bias and prejudice. We
should not think that our teaching is superior to
other teachings. Indeed, every subject is good.
While Buddha Shakyamuni is my teacher, Jesus
is also my teacher. We should respect all reli-
gious saints. For this reason, | did not hang the
Buddhism couplets on the front wall of our Ten
Thousand Ancestors Memorial Hall in
Toowoomba, Australia. Instead, we hung the
selected verses from different religions’ scriptures.
By broadening our minds we can live a very
comfortable life. Hence, we will be always
young; we will not get old. And God and all
zaints will bless us,

Pastor Dr. Mattheus Max Djayasaputra:

| am very happy to come to tonight's dinner.
We religion followers should not just believe
God in mouth, but we should believe God in
heart, The belief has to arise from the deep heart
and is reflected in one’s speech and action.

Venerable Master Chin Kung reaffirmed his words
by saying, “This is exactly right.”
Attendance:

Some individuals are fond of wars. They are

highly educated people. How can they do such
cruel things?

Venerable Master Chin Kung said with a humor-
ous tone:

These individuals never received any
education. At best, we can say that they have
received training in advanced technological
knowledge and skills. Authentic education lies
in moral cultivation and in how to conduct our
lives. The ancient educational system started in
the elementary school with teachings of rules and
disciplines, teachings people on how to do
housework, how to communicate with people,
and how to be an upright person. Now, PhDs,
knowledgeable as they surely are, may not even
know how to conduct themselves wisely.

A lady who represented Islam

| have attended some conferences on reli-
gion and peace but | feel that tonight’s gathering
with the different religions is particularly good.
I hope that Venerable Master Chin Kung can
come to Indonesia again to propagate inter-faith
communication.

Islamic representative Dr. H. Amidhan, Chair of
Sub Commission for Mediation, The National
Commission on Human Rights

I am very happy to meet Venerable Master
Chin Kung tonight. We can accept his thoughts
very well. Indonesia is a multi-ethnic group
country. We all should strive to promote inter-
religion harmony, peace and democracy.

Venerable Master Chin Kung

Indonesia is a country of thousands of
islands. To promote religious education is not
an easy task. Australia has a vast territory and
faces a similar situation. So Australia pays par-
ticular attention to distance learning using the
Internet and TV networks. This practice is very
effective and can be a good example to follow.
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Picture 3
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Snapshots on the Trip to Indonesia

On the October of 2003, Venerable Mas-
ter Chin Kung was invited by the Vice President
of Indoensia, Dr. Hamzah Haz, to visit Indonesia.
On February 2004, Minister of Religious Affair,
Mr. Agil Said invited Master to come to Indone-
sia one more time, after Master’'s NGO Peace
Conference in Okayama of |apan, for a week
long visit. Master was asked to give speech on
the grand opening ceremony of the Multi-faith
Building. Master shared with everyone his
thoughts on the subjects of ‘"Humanity, Love and
World Peace’. Master visited main religious
organizations in Jakarta and held dialogs with
their leaders. Master Chin Kung was later in-
vited to attend the International Conference of
Islamic Scholars. The day before Master returned
to Australia, Ambassador of China, Mr. Shumin
Lu and his wife invited Master to lunch at his
residence.

18th of Feb: The Grand Opening Ceremony for
the Multi-Faith Building (picture 1)

Master Chin Kung, under invitation from
the Minister of Religious Affair, Prof. Dr. Said
Agil, attended the Grand Opening Ceremony for
the Multi-Faith Building in Jakarta. Master Chin
Kung spoke on "Humanity, Love and World
Peace’. With a broad universal view, he talked
about how social unrest had come about in East-
ern and Western societies. He firmly acknowl-
edged that only the teachings of saints and sages
could truly bring resolution to this most sever of
all problems of our 21st century. People living
in this new age longed for this ideal to come
true. He also said that “all religious education is
based on compassion, love, harmony and sin-
cerity and different religions are all founded by
the same Saint or Sages.” “When religious educa-
tion brings about a renewed sense of morality and
virtue to people, then this world would still be full
of hopes and possibility.” Thus, all religions could



and should work together in unity. Relying on
the morality and virtue of the saints and sages,
fully promote religious education, to resolve all
conflicts and war of our world.

Visiting Former President Mr. Wahid
(picture 2)

This is the second meeting between the
two parties. During the one and half hour
conversations, both had mentioned again that
all the =aints and sages that religious followers
waorshiped in this world, are the manifestation
of the One True God of this universe. Mr.
Wahid humorously said that all modern reli-
gious followers were interested in the ‘Clothing
of God” and totally ignored the essence of God.
Master mentioned the Water Crystal Experiment
conducted by Dr. Emoto in Japan. Combining
science and Buddhism, Master said that our will
could change matters. With sincerity, purity,
compassion and love, we could restore our
health.

19th of Feb, Visiting Headquarter of Hinduism
fpicture 3)

Director Mr. Adi Soeripto talked about
how Hindu followers leaded life in Indonesia
and he streszed that Master Chin Kung should
visit Bali and attend activities there in the home-
town of Hinduism. Master said that he would
love to see more communications and contacts
between all religions. Understanding, harmony
and equality would be realized from doing so.

20th of Feb: Accompanied by special assistant,
Drs. H. Rohadi ABd. Fatah from the Ministry of
Religious Affair, Master Chin Kung visited
Islamic, Catholic and Christian Headquarters
fpicture 4)

Visiting Islamic Headquarter, Majelis Ulama
Indonesia, (MUI) (picture 5)

Elder Drs. H.A. Nazri Adlani and a direc-
tor of the board received Master Chin Kung. The
Elder and the director emphasized that Islamic
faith did not represent terrorism and men and
women were treated equally in accordance to
their own culture.

Visiting Bishops' Conference of Indonesia, (BCl)
fpicture 6)

Cardinal Julius Darmaatmadja and three
other bishops warmly received Master Chin Kung.
They had specially prepared vegetarian lunch for
everyone. Master Chin Kung mentioned that he
had taught classes in the Catholic College, Tho-
mas Monastery in Taiwan. A high percentage of
the population of Indonesia has religious faith, |If
only the religious education could be more
pronounced, then Indonesia would see a stable
and prosper society soon. Cardinal said that lead-
ing a religious life should not be superficial.
Teachings should be realized in real life, as long
as we hold a just mind, and practice the holy
scripture of any our own religion, then peace
would truly come to this world.

Visiting Christian Churches Conglomerate of
Indonesia, Persekutuan Gereja-Gereja Di Indo-
nesia (PGl) (picture 7)

Chairman of PGI Dr. Nathan Setaibudi
warmly welcomed Master Chin Kung. Master
Chin Kung talked about how to promote and fa-
cilitate mutual cooperation between different re-
ligious groups. Two reporters who had attended
the meeting asked questions on the topics related
to modern Indonesian society. Master explained
that only by practice God’s love with our sincere
mind and use our own words and deeds to real-
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ize his teaching, could we hope to resolve nu-
merous misunderstanding and conflicts.

21st Feb: Visiting Islamic University

Director of Multi-Faith Centre of Griffith
University, Prof. Toh Swee Hin and Senior Lec-
turer in University of Queensland, Dr. Maosen
Zhong represented Master Chin Kung, had vis-
ited the world renowned university, Svarif
Hidayatullah State Islamic University. Professor
Azra and twelve Deans welcomed Prof. Toh and
Dr. Zhong. Dr. Zhong made an announcement
that Master Chin Kung would like to donate
$200,000 Singapore dollars scholarship to Is-
lamic students in need.

4:00 PM: Invitation by Vihara Mahavira Graha
Pusat (Buddhist Temple)

Abbot Venerable Shi Hui Siong invited
Master Chin Kung and Catholic representative
for a meeting. Master Chin Kung gave a speech
to over 600 followers of the temple.

22nd of Feb: Visiting Guan Hua One Vehicle
Zen Temple (picture 8)

Abbot Venerable Ding Sang warmly wel-
comed everyone and asked Master Chin Kong
to give lecture to over 1000 followers of the
temple. Master used "One Vehicle” as the topic
and talked about the secular and the gradual
teaching methods of Buddha.

International Conference of Islamic Scholar Wel-
coming Dinner

Master Chin Kung was invited to attend this
conference which was held by Indonesian
government, Ministry of Foreign Affair and
Nahdlatul Ulama. Islamic scholars and various
organization representatives from over one hun-

dred countries had participated. Master chin
kung was invited to give a 45 minutes speech to
all scholars during this welcoming dinner.

23rd of Feb: Attending the International Con-
ference of Islamic Scholar Opening Ceremony
(picture 9)

Director of Multi-Faith Centre of Griffith
University, Prof. Toh Swee Hin and Senior Lec-
turer in University of Queensland, Dr. Maosen
Zhong representing Master Chin Kung, had at-
tended this ceremony. They had also attended
the rest of the conference which started on the
22nd of Feb and ended on the 25th of Feb.

Master Chin Kung received representatives from
Syarif Hidayatullah State Islamic University
(picture 10)

Four representatives were sent by Chan-
cellor Prof. Dr. Azyumardi Azra to visit Master
Chin Kung in Hotel Mulia.

Picture 5

Picture 6



Picture 8

Picture 9

Picture 10

VENERABLE MASTER CHIN
KUNG GIVES ADVICE TO IN-
DONESIAN DEPARTMENT OF
RELIGIONS AND PAINTS WON-
DROUS PICTURE FOR FUTURE

On 31 October, 2003 afternoon, Venerable
Master Chin Kung, Venerable Master Sri
Pannyavar, Venerable Hui-Xiong, Venerable
Ding-Sheng and their associates visited Prof. Dr.
H. Said Agil Husin Al Munawar, the Minister of
Indonesian Department of Religions. This was
the second time Venerable Master Chin Kung
met with the Minister Munawar. The first time
was two years ago in Singapore, when Vener-
able Master Chin Kung hosted a large inter-reli-
gion harmony party which the Prime Minister of
Singapore attended. At that time, Dr. Munawar
was not yet appointed Minister.

After greeting each other, Venerable Master
Chin Kung started the conversation: “We are very
concerned about insecurity in society and the
ever-increasing crime rate and divorce rate ev-
erywhere in the world. | mentioned in my meet-
ing with the Vice President two days ago that
only religious education can help purify people’s
hearts and keep society safe. | myself have con-
ducted teachings on Buddhism for nearly 50
vears, | feel that the education via the Internet
and through satellite TV is very effective. Lead-
ers of this country may consider developing in
this direction. Firstly, select a group of excellent
teachers from each religion who will interpret
the teachings of religions. Then make audio or
video recordings and subject them to assessment
before they are broadcasted on TV. The Depart-
ment of Religious Affair may establish a Divi-
sion of Assessment that will assess the content of
the teachings and prohibit extremist speeches. If
this can be carried out for one year, society will
become more stable, people will become hon-
est and kind, and the economy will naturally
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improve. Then after seeing this result, other coun-
tries will want to follow Indonesia and thereaf-
ter regional and eventually world peace and pros-
perity will be attained.”

The second advice given by Venerable Mas-
ter Chin Kung was that in order to unite religions,
communication and contact is of vital
importance, Without communication both ways,
doubts could arise, which in turn will cause
conflicts. The best way of dialoging with each
other is to form groups that are comprised of
different religions. Such a view of close contacts
can be extended to other countries by visiting
them. Not only will this practice encourages com-
munication among different religions but it can
also spread the idea and practice of religious
unity around the world. Religion carries a lot of
weight in Indonesia. This country has an open-
religion policy and therefore has a better envi-
ronment than many other countries. The task of
inter-religious dialog may preferably be carried
out by universities, because universities are aca-
demic entities and intrinsically more convenient

to conduct such events, Indonesia possesses rich
resources and her people are pure and honest. If
religious education can be truly implemented,
then its society will undoubtedly be stable and
thriving.

EDUCATION IS ESSENTIAL IN
BUILDING A COUNTRY AND IN
GUIDING ITS PEOPLE

“Only the Sacred Teachings of

God Can Put Humanity, Love
and World Peace into
Actual Practice”

By Venerable Master Chin Kung
At the Joint Secretariat Building for
Inter-Religious Communities
Jakarta, Indonesia

22/2/2004

Respected President, Vice President, Ministers,
and distinguished guests,

I am honoured to be invited by your De-
partment of Religious Affairs to share my views
on the topic of Humanity, Love and World Peace
at the Opening Ceremony of the Joint Secretariat
Building for Inter-Religious Communities. |
strongly feel that this is the most soelemn topic
for the 21st Century.

The cause of social disorder and upheaval in the
world - the lack of emphasis on the teachings of
the ancient saints and sages

Look at the turmoil and the instability of the
world today: many people are searching for the
reasons and hoping to find a solution. The United
Mations is also trying to seek a reconciliation, to
find a resolution for the conflicts and to promote
peace. Numerous people have asked me how to
achieve these aims. | believe this is a question
about education.

The ancient Book of Rites, the Confucius
Scripture says: “Education is essential in build-
ing a country and in guiding its people.” Educa-



tion is about teaching people to be fully aware
of the facts about life and the universe.

The facts about life and the universe cover
three topics: firstly, the relationship among
people; then, the relationship between people
and their environments; and thirdly, the relation-
ship between people and the spiritual world, The
ones who can truly understand the three
relationships, we call them Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas. Those who cannot understand we
call them ordinary people.

If we do not understand the facts, it is natu-
ral that we will treat people, matters and things
according to our wondering minds, differentia-
tions and attachments. How can this not cause
problems for us? Thus, this is the root of our so-
cial disorder. It turns our living environment into
a Saha world, The World of the Ultimate Misery.
When we become clear, understand and are
fully aware of the facts, this world is the World
of the Ultimate Bliss, the heaven. Therefore, this
is a question about education and about teaching.

The source of current upheaval in the world
is the lack of emphasis on moral self-cultivation
in all levels of education, especially the teach-
ings of ancient saints and sages. Chinese people,
seriously impacted by Western culture, lost their
self-confidence as a nation, doubt the teachings
of the ancient saints and philosophers, and dis-
tanced themselves from the teachings of
Confucius, Mencius, and Shakyamuni Buddha.
Owing to advances in scientific technology,
people of our world now doubt the validity of
religious education. They no longer believe in
the teachings of the Bible. Religious followers
cannot truly follow and practice the true and
the sacred teachings of God. These are the root
causes of our natural and man-made disasters.

Last October we were invited by your Vice-
President, Mr Hamzah Haz, to visit Incdonesia.
After we got off the plane, we went directly to

the presidential palace and were received by the
Vice-President. He told me that Indonesia cur-
rently experienced two serious problems - one
economic and the other the stability of society.
He said that if all Muslims could put the teach-
ings of the Koran into actual practice, it could
bring stability and peace to the country and to
the region. He also very much hoped that Bud-
dhists could live up to the teachings of
Shakyamuni Buddha. This kind of belief is abso-
lutely correct. The Vice-President believes that
if religious followers can truly put the religious
teachings into practice, it can bring stability and
prosperity to a country.

In the following days | paid a visit to the
Minister of the Department of Religious Affairs,
the Director of the Bureau of Religious Affairs in
Charge of Buddhism and Hinduism, Chairman
Amien Rias of the People’s Consultative Aszem-
bly of Indonesia, the Minister of the Department
of Interior, former President Mr Abdurrahman
Wahid, and representatives of the leaders of the
six religions in Indonesia. The centre of our dis-
cussion was how to reach unity in religions, to
find a resolution for conflicts and to promote
stability and peace. Many of us met for the first
time but we felt like old friends, treating one
another with true sincerity. We were all positive
that if we could truly put religious teachings into
actual practice, surely it could resolve conflicts
to put stability and peace back in to the society.
Then the country would have a chance to thrive
and prosper.

In January this year, | was invited to attend
the UNESCO Asia NGO Network Summit on the
topic of What Should Be Done for Education in
the Next Ten Years for a Sustainable Future. We
reached a consensus: the most effective way to
reach stability and peace is to spread and popu-
larize religious teachings. The Guest of Honour
of the Summit, Mr. Gustavo Lopez Ospina, Di-
rector of UNESCO in Latin America and the Car-
ibbean Regional Office, also accepted my
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proposal: to gather and concentrate our
manpower, material resources and financial
strength to expand education to the global mass
of people.

There are four essential parts to an education.
They are all parts of a complete education and
should never be separated. The first part is the
family education. The second part is the formal
school education. The third is the social
education. The fourth is religious education. Of
these four parts, family education is the
foundation, and religious education is what
makes an education complete and perfect. When
all four parts to an education are working, the
world will be at peace, society will be stable,
and people will be happy. If we neglect any part
to an ecducation, the world will undoubtedly
become chaotic.

These four parts of an education were what
the ancient Chinese taught their descendents -
education on moral principles. All the teachings
of saints and sages past and present, including
all the religious scriptures, are in accord with
the rules of nature. They all talk about educa-
tion on moral principles. The rules of nature are
the sacred teachings of God. God is not about
any particular person. God is about the rules of
nature and about the truth.

All religions including Islam, Christianity,
Buddhism etc., teach the sentient beings virtues
and moral principles. We should know that we
need to put them into practice, to clearly ex-
plain them and be models for other people. This
is very important, Therefore, since ancient times
how did the Chinese rule the country? They did
not rule the country by military power, police
force, economics or scientific technology, none
of which can solve problems. They used
education. Education is essential in building a
country and in guiding its people. The method
employed by all the ancient Chinese emperors
was education. And the teachings of the saints
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and sages are very simple and to the point.

How the ancient Chinese taught their descen-
dents - they believed in the five ethical normal
human relationships and valued education

Yao and Shun, the ancient Chinese
emperors, taught their people the following five
principles of education: 1) Parents should love
and care for their children, and children should
love and be dutiful to their parents; 2) the ruler
should be benevolent to the subjects and the
subjects should be loyal to their ruler; 3) there
should be conjugal love between husbands and
wives; 4) siblings should live in harmony; and 5)
friends should be trustworthy. The natural and
ethical human relations of parents and children,
ruler and subjects, husbands and wives, and
friends are called ‘Dao’ which in English means
the Way. Those relations are not invented by any
particular person. They are the products of the
natural formation of human relationships. The
rules of nature are called ‘Dao’ or the Way.

The closeness between parents and children
comes naturally. There should be benevolence
and justice between the ruler and the subjects.
Husbands and wives are different. Each should
carry out and fulfil his or her own separate duties.
There are orders among the siblings. The older
siblings should befriend the younger siblings; and
the younger siblings should pay respect to the
older ones. There should be trustworthiness
among friends. Those are the five virtues and five
natural relationships among humans. Each has
his or her own mission and separate responsi-
bilities which are called ‘De” which, translated
into English, means virtues, Thus the ancient
Chinese saints and sages taught us that 1o follow
the rules of nature equates to the education of
‘Dao De” which in English means education in
virtues and moral principles.

There are methods and sequence to learning.
The ancients taught us to be learned, to examine,



ta think carefully, and to clearly differentiate.
They taught us to clearly understand the facts,
the regular pattern and the rules of nature and
to put them into practice. If we live our lives,
work, attend to business, receive a person and
handle a matter by following the regular pattern
of nature, we are fulfilling our virtues. If we go
against the rules of nature, we will end up with
problems and we will suffer. Therefore, suffer-
ings - what we today refer to as natural and man-
made disasters - the man-made disasters are
caused by man. But do we know if there is a
connection between natural disaster and man’s
thinking and actions? Yes, they are very closely
connected. Therefore, there can be no sudden
natural disasters or man-made disasters without
a cause. They are the results of man’s karmas.
Man creates all the negative karmas and is being
so rewarded.

To practice the rules of nature, it can be di-
vided into three subjects. The first is to cultivate
one's moral character; the second is the way we
attend to business; and thirdly, the way we re-
ceive people. Cultivating one’s moral character
is the very foundation of this practice. In the
Book of Great Learning, Confucius said: “From
the emperor down to the subjects, the root of
their practices starts from cultivating one’s moral
character.” Therefore, to resolve conflicts and
to promote peace, we must first cultivate our
moral characters. We start by resolving our in-
ner conflicts, contradictions, confrontations, and
we should do so diligently.

In cultivating our moral character, our words
must be loyal and trustworthy; we must act
respectfully. When we attend to business, we do
what is proper; we must not do it because it is
profitable. We do what is morally right not for
its merits. When we receive people and attend
to matters, we must first treat others the way we
wish to be treated. We do not do unto others
what we do not want others to do unto us. When
we encounter contradictions, we must first ex-

amine ourselves. Thus are the rules of nature.
Therefore, to go along with the rules of nature is
to follow the Way. By so doing, we can truly
resolve all sufferings and be rid of natural and
man-macle disasters forever.

When we encounter contradictions, we
must first examine ourselves. This is to teach
humans that they should sincerely repent and
mend their ways often. | regularly teach my fel-
low practitioners that when we attend to
business, receive people or attend to a matter, if
conflicts arise, we must always admit that we
are in the wrong and that the other is right. We
must constantly try hard to change for the better.

The ancient book Spring-Autumn of Lu said:
“The root of all things starts by first curing oneself.
We must first help ouresleves before we can help
the world. We must first cure ourselves before
the world can be cured. If we want to help the
world, it is not the world but ourselves that need
to be helped first.” Therefore, just as both
Shakyamuni Buddha and Confucius were very
accomplished before they could teach others to
do the same, we too must first do it ourselves.
Only then there is hope for peace. All the above
are the teachings of the ancient saintly emperors.
Later teachers such as Confucius and Mencius
alzo adhered to their teachings making them the
basic principles of education and the guiding
policies for China for the past four thousand
years.

Confucians say that true self-nature of hu-
man was originally good. Human nature turns
had because of the bad influence the environ-
ment has on him or her. Therefore, the saints
and sages highly valued the process of education.
They believed that only proper education could
protect and even enhance our original goodness
to keep them away from evil. Education can
change people from being malevolent to being
good, turn hostility into friendship, resolve con-
flicts by turning hatred into brotherliness, and
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transform ordinary people into saints. All the
ancient Chinese saints and sages understood this
principle. This is why it was said, “Education is
essential in building a country and in guiding its
people.” In order to build a country or a gov-
ernment and to properly guide and teach the
people, education is the most important factor
of all.

When the four types of education are not clearly
present, the world will be in turmoil

Let us look at how societies are formed today.
Ranging from the basic family unit to the forma-
tion of a country, of our world, almost all are
tending towards competition for either rewards
or profits and the teachings of how to fight in
competition. Families no longer care about
moral principles. Many couples are busy either
getting divorced or making money. They have
neglected to educate their children and fail to
act as their role models. Therefore, children to-
day do not listen to their parents.

Formal education values and teaches only
how to compete in the fields of scientific tech-
nology and economics and has neglected the
teachings of moral principles and the subjects of
humanities. Therefore, the students do not listen
to their teachers.

Currently social education is severely
contaminated. Just look at the daily newspapers,
magazines, TV programs, movies, and materials
supplied by the Internet. Much of their content
teaches how to kill, steal, lie, and encourage
people to have indecent yearnings. They have
neglected the teachings of the principle of
causality. People are concerned only about their
own interests. There is little kindness, gratitude,
or loyalty in human relationships.

As for religious education, it has become a
formality. It only puts emphasis on rituals. People
read the sacred texts but do not understand their
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true meaning. Without actual knowledge and
understanding of the sacred texts, how could
anyone put the texts into practice? Today all four
types of education have deteriorated. How could
this world not be in turmoil?

Religious education can turn us back to the edu-
cation of moral principles taught by the saints
and sages - the world can still be saved

Most family education, social education and
formal education today has deserted the moral
teachings. Only religious education still talks
about kindheartedness, peace and respect for
God. S0 the world still has a thread of light; it
depends on religious education. Religious edu-
cation teaches us to believe in God and in His
teachings, to believe in the principle of causality.
People with lofty ideals, who want to save the
world from pending disasters, have no other
choice but to immediately return to religious
education. If we can believe in God, believe in
causality, believe in the teachings of the saints
and the sages, if we can let religious education
lead us back, to put greater emphasis on ethics
and moral principles in family education, for-
mal and social education, this world can still be
helped. The end of the world is not here yet.

Happiness in a family depends on parents being
role models for their children

The family is the fundamental unit of society.
When all family members can live together in
harmony, all will prosper. “All" here includes the
society, the country and the world. When fami-
lies live in harmony, how could the world not
be at peace and the society not be stable? Hap-
piness in a family depends on parents being role
models for their children, when each parent can
fulfil his or her duties to keep from doing any-
thing wrong or evil, and to cultivate good deeds.
In the past, parents understood this principle;
therefore, in front of their children, the parents
were bound by proper etiquettes. They would



not risk leaving a bad impression on their
children’s minds. The parents respected the
teachers and acted respectfully towards them in
front of their children. When the children saw
how respectful their parents were to their
teachers, it strengthened the children’s confi-
dence in their teachers and helped them to lis-
ten to their teachers, This is called family
education.

The teachers, on the other hand, acted as
role models for the students and taught the stu-
dents to be dutiful to their parents, to respect
their elders and people who had virtues. From
this we can understand why children at home
and the students at school do not listen today.
Who is responsible for this? Mencius said, “It is
the parents’ fault when children are raised but
not taught. When teachers are not strict with their
students, teachers are being lazy.” This happens
when both the parents and the teachers are not
exemplary in their behaviour and do not prop-
erly fulfil their duties.

Religious education is an education all about
loving-kindness and compassion, about people
living in harmony and treating one another with

sincerity and respect

Mow let us look at religious education. All
the sacred texts emphasize family education. For
example, Islam’s Koran says: “Allah is indeed
loving and merciful to all people in this world.”
It also says: “You ought to be dutiful to your
parents, to live in harmony with your kinfolk,
and to speak only kind words to people.” It is
said repeatedly in the New Testament that God
loves all people, The Buddhists say: “Loving-kind-
ness and compassion are the basis for all
relationships, and are also our driving force to
accommodate all people and to make sure they
can benefit.”

Thus all the religious teachings in this world
are based on unconditional loving-kindness and

compassion. They teach people to respect one
another, to live in harmony, and to treat all
equally without differentiating between nation-
alities or races. Therefore, all religions are really
about the education of peace and selfless
compassion. They teach people to love one an-
other and to love all living beings. All the reli-
gious texts are broad-minded. The Buddhists say:
“The mind encompasses all.” If we are concerned
only about ourselves and look down on others,
this is not God’s will, nor is it the aspiration of
religious teachings. Rather, it is only the will and
the wish of a certain individual or a group of
peaple.

Therefore, if religious followers do not delve
deeper into the meaning of their sacred texts and
practice them accordingly, then their religions -
while not in themselves superstitious - could be
perceived as superstitious. The nature of a reli-
gious education is beneficial to all and it can
truly save people.

All religions are forms of multicultural social
education

Originally all religions were forms of
multicultural social education. We call Bud-
dhism the multicultural social education because
Buddha taught people without differentiating
between nationalities, races, cultures; no matter
who they were, their social positions and
whether they were rich or poor. As long as they
were willing to accept Buddha's teachings, Bud-
dha accepted them as his disciples. All were
treated equally and studied together. Therefore,
Buddhism is called the multicultural social
education. But other religions, such as Islam and
Christianity, also teach people without differen-
tiating between nationalities, races, and whether
they are rich or poor. The Islamic religion in
China has about 80 million followers. Consider-
ing the number of people in China who have
religious faith, it has a considerable following.
When we look at all the religions, we find their

29



teachings are not limited to just people of one
country or one race. They propagate their reli-
gious teachings to the whole world. Therefore,
all religions are forms of multicultural social
education.

Different religions are created by the same God
- there can be unity and co-operation within

the religions

Everyone asks the same question: How did
the universe come about? Where did life come
from? How was the world created? Buddhism
talks about space, the dharma realms, all the
lands and the sentient beings. Where do they
come from? Who created them? The teachings
of all religions say that God created them. The
creator is God. The universe has only one true
God. Even though the name of the God who
created the world that every religion talks about
is different, the universe is created by the same
God. In Buddhism, we do not refer to God but
to the nature underlying all things. In the Flower
Adornment Sutra, it says: “All are created by the
mind and changed by its consciousnesses.” Bud-
dha dharma talks about the mind and the
consciousness. The mind and the consciousness
are our true self-nature. The true self-nature, Al-
lah and God of aother religions are of the same
facts and principles. This is the fundamental con-
dition and belief we must have in learning, study-
ing and accepting a religious education.

Thus we firmly believe different religions are
created by the same God in different forms and
taught by different teaching methods. The dif-
ferent manifestations of God are for the conve-
nience of teaching and accommodating people
from different areas, cultures and levels of
understanding. We have researched all the reli-
gious texts. The principles they teach are the
same, heading in the same direction and towards
the same goal. They all teach people to stop doing
all that is evil and to do all that is goed, to be
enlightened not deluded, to change from being
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ordinary to being a saint. If we can observe and
understand from these points of view, we will
come to realize that there is only one true God
(our true self-nature).

All religions have their similarities. Therefore,
there can be unity and cooperation within the
religions. They should teach people together.
They can teach the followers to be sincere, pure,
equal and compassionate. They should accept
one another, respect and love one another, trust
one another, be humble and tolerate each other,
be concerned for the welfare of one another,
care for one another, co-operate with one
another. Together, we can change the earth and
this world into a place of Heaven, the World of
the Ultimate Bliss. This is our mission when we
become a teacher of religion. We should put our
hearts into it and direct our best efforts towards
this aim. Thus, the pending world disasters can
be resolved. Stability, peace and happiness will
come upon us all.

Everyone has the mission to be a ruler, a parent
and a teacher

The sacred texts of the saints and sages tell
us that in a society, no matter what profession
we are in, we all have roles as a ruler, a parent
and a teacher. Anyone who wishes to achieve
high moral standards or to succeed in a career
within this lifetime needs to follow this principle.

Here ‘ruler’ refers to a person in a leader-
ship position. The leader shows the way and the
people follow. He will lead the people onto the
right path so the people following him will not
go astray., Therefore, the leader must have
wisdom, virtue, moral conduct, and the knowl-
edge to assist people so they will benefit. "Par-
ent’ refers to the giving of kindness and care.
We should love and care for others in the same
way that we love and care for our own children.
As an employer, we should treat all our workers
as our children. As a result, would the employ-



ees not remain loyal to us? A ‘teacher’ is a per-
zon who teaches and guides people. We are like
teachers loving and protecting our students. We
should become role models for all. Everyone has
those three missions. To fulfil those missions, we
must rely on and live by the virtues and the moral
principles taught by the saints and sages. Only
then will everyone have a happy family. QOur
society will be stable and our world will be at
peace.

Propagating religious education on a large scale
to all citizens

We know that the teachings of all the an-
cient saints and sages of every country, and all
the sacred religious teachings, are recorded in
scriptures. They contain such an abundance of
knowledge. As long as the teachings of these scrip-
tures are closely adhered to, the four types of
education can be restored. Therefore, it is very
important that we restore the teachings of the
saints and the sages because the result will bring
forth peace and prosperity to Indonesia.
Accordingly, | humbly offer you my suggestions:

(1) To let the government lead in the propa-
gation of religious teachings to all citizens via
satellite television and the Internet

The majority of Indonesia’s population have
religious faith. It is through religious teaching that
the hearts of people can be purified, thus bring-
ing law and order to society. It is not an easy
task to set up schools in more than 17,000 is-
lands in Indonesia, to cover the running costs
and to find enough teachers.

Therefore, it is suggested that a religious
teaching committee be formed, comprising two
to three highly respected, virtuous teachers cho-
sen from each of the six religions in the country;
considering there are more Muslims than any
other religious followers, there would be a few
more Muslim teachers on the committee, which

would then have more than 20 members,

Alternatively, within the Department of Re-
ligious Affairs, a bureau for religious education
could be set up to assemble a group of outstand-
ing teachers from different religions, to let them
explain in detail the sacred teachings of their
respective religions. These lectures should be
recorded, properly filed away and made avail-
able for future use. The bureau would need to
vet the contents of these records, keeping in mind
that words and implications of racism and dis-
crimination should not be allowed. Hence,
equality among all, peace and harmony within
the community can be reinforced. After passing
vetting, the recorded teachings could be made
available for broadcasting on the Internet and
the government-owned satellite television. Every
religion would be allocated three two-hour les-
sons a week, making a total of 6 hours, to be
broadcast from Monday to Saturday. Sundays
would be reserved for the leaders of the country
like the President, the Vice-President and the
Ministers to give talks on the country’s religious
policies and the spirit of a religious education.

The above task could be managed by the
bureau for religious education within the De-
partment of Religious Affairs. This would allow
all the citizens in the country to receive a good
religious education. But with today’s wireless
technology, there are no boundaries in
communication. Thus, people from every other
country could also receive the religious educa-
tion offered in Indonesia. The results of such a
program would be apparent in 6 months; and
within a year, great achievements could be
observed. 50 it is not impossible 1o achieve law
and order in a society and peace in the worldl

(2) Setting up a Mational University of Reli-
gions to nurture preachers of various religions
to have proper and correct understanding

The Government of Indonesia could set up
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a MNational University of Religions where each
religion would have a school on campus. This
would allow the students in the schools to re-
ceive the sacred teachings of all the saints and
the sages from all over the world, to reach the
same understanding, not going against morality
and rules of nature. These principles are known
as the right teachings. The lslamic Koran, the Old
and the New Testaments, the Buddha Dharma
and all the scriptures from all other religions are
all parts of the right teachings. Practicing with
reference to these right teachings is equivalent
to learning from the ancient saints and sages, It
is important to purify one’s own mind first.
When the mind is in the right, the body will
follow, then followed by one’s speech and
actions.

All the students should learn to truly respect
and love all people, matters and things, regard-
less of nationality, race or religion. No confron-
tation is allowed. When there is no confrontation,
we can live in peace and harmony and in mu-
tual cooperation. There is no confrontation in
the nature and the universe. Starting from here
and learning from these observations, true wis-
dom can be antained.

Our body is a miniature universe, Inside the
body there are many internal organs, just like
the different ethnic groups and races, different
countries, different cultures and religions form-
ing the earth and the universe. The body organs
originally coordinated well together. They do
not confront each other. If anyone of the organs
inside our body fails to function and refuses to
cooperate, there will be problems. When the
condition of malfunctioning becomes 100 severe,
the person will get sick and die. Death occurs
not because one organ dies but because all cells
will die as the result. When one lives, all live:
when one dies, all die.

If we accept and understand the truth of the
observation above, naturally we will then be
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happy to accept the teachings of the saints and
the sages. Our wisdom will grow as the result of
learning from these teachings. When we have
wisdom, naturally we will coordinate well with
each other. The foundation of being able to live
in harmony is when there is equality for all and
when we can acknowledge that all matters in
the universe come from the same living entity,

In order to gain wisdom, one needs to be
magnanimous and look at the long term. In
learning, one must not be opinionated, thinking
that one school is superior to the others. One
should regard all schools as equally good.
Prophet Muhammad is my teacher, Jesus Christ
is my teacher, and so is Shakyamuni Buddha.
We should respectfully learn from all the reli-
gious saints. If all religious teachers were nur-
tured from this kind of learning environment,
every one of them would become magnanimous
and possess superior wisdom. They would all
recognize that all matters in the universe come
from the same living entity. Henceforth, unity
and cooperation among religions could be
achieved.

(3) Holding a quarterly religious interactive
event for all religions

There is a need to have a continuous inter-
action among different religions and ethnic
groups and to treat all people truly with sincerity.
Miscommunication often comes from lack of
understanding and interaction.

When | was in Singapore, | took the oppor-
tunity to visit the nine major religions and helped
them with their charity work., One of the reli-
gions wanted to build a school but was short of
$$750,000. Its representatives asked me for help.
As this amount was way over our capability, |
took the initiative, along with the other religions,
and organized a charitable walkathon and a
charity bazaar. In one day we raised more than
one million dollars. In 1999 together we orga-



nized a charitable dinner: 3800 people from the
nine different religions participated. In 2000, a
total of 8000 people attended. In 2001, there
were 7500. Today the nine major religions in
Singapore are very closely knit. This demonstrates
that, in order for us to reach religious and racial
harmony, people must interact with each other
and be true friends.

Therefore, | suggest to all the major religions
in Indonesia to organize a large-scale interac-
tive event four times a year. This will enhance
mutual interaction, communication and
understanding; and thus strengthen the friend-
ship and cooperation among the religious groups.
If it is not possible to organize it on the quarterly
basis, it should be held at least twice a year.

What | have said above is only my humble
opinion offered to the generous organizer for the
event. Any comment will be greatly appreciated.

| have been propagating the teachings of
Buddha Dharma for 46 years. For the past two
decades, with the help of many civic supporters,
I have circulated numerous lectures on sutras
recorded on cassette and video tapes, CDs and
DWVDs. In addition, for the past six years | have
used the Internet for long-distance religious
education. Since last year | have used satellite
television for broadcasting my lectures. These
modern technologies have resulted in positive
influences for many students all over the world.

If the Government of Indonesia can also uti-
lize the modern technologies to conduct long-
distance education, | believe the positive result
after just one year will surpass those resulting
from our efforts over the past 20 years. | believe
that after six months, the stablility of the Indone-
sian society will greatly improve. Furthermore,
within one year, peace and harmony will pre-
vail and people will be more honest and kind.
When a society is stable, its economy will surely
prosper as well.

Other countries will also follow the footsteps
of Indonesia and then there will be peace in the
world. These approaches are really the answer
to save Indonesia and the world from pending
disasters. If the leader of Indonesia can really put
these approaches into practice, he is truly the
messenger of Allah, the saintly saviour of this
world.

Within our limited resources, we will help
and give you our support for this great
undertaking. We deeply believe that peace-lov-
ers throughout the world will, too, extend their
firm support for this project.

Finally | would like to give my blessing to
the success of your religious education and to
prosperity in Indonesia. To the President, Vice-

President and all Members of Parliament, Am-
bassadors of respective countries, Ladies and
Gentlemen, may you all be happy, healthy and
enjoy the best of good fortunes! Thank you!
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THE 10TH OKAYAMA NGO

SUMMIT FOR INTERNATIONAL CONTRIBUTION

The 10th Okayama NGO Summit for Inter-
national Contribution was held by the Okayama
Topia for International Contribution (OTIC) in
Okayama, Japan on 23-25 January, 2004, The
main theme of the Summit is “Education for Sus-
tainable Development” which is principally
hinted from the United Nations - 2002 resolu-
tion and the forthcoming 10-year program of
UNESCO beginning 2005. After the keynote
speech by Mr. Gustavo Lopez Ospina of
UNESCO emphasizing and elucidating the mean-
ing of the theme, four independent yet collabo-
rative discussions - Environmental lssues, Reli-
gions and Peace, Human Rights and Gender
Equality, and International Understanding - were
carried out. Antending this Summit were repre-
sentatives from all over the world, including
Japan, U.5.A., France, Australia, Korea,
Indonesia, Nepal, Vietnam, Cambodia, Sri
Lanka, Philippines, etc. The participants ranged
from Japanese government officials, UNESCO
representatives, professors from universities and
worldwide Non-Government Organizations
(NGO).

Venerable Master Chin Kung was invited to
present a paper to the Summit and his paper was
read aloud by Dr. Maosen Zhong of the Univer-
sity of Queensland in the Religions and Peace
session, The main theme of Master’s talk is that
we need to carry out four types of education in
order to solve the current global issues and sus-
tain future development. All zages in ancient
China knew that “Education is essential in build-
ing a country for a regime and its people.”

The education system is complete only when
all types are present: the first is family education,
the second is school education, the third is so-
cial education, and the fourth is religious
education. Of these four types, family education
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is the main foundation, and religious education
is what makes an education complete and
perfect. When all four types of education are
implemented, the world will be at peace, our
society will be stable and people will be happy.
If we neglect any one of them, our world would
undoubtedly become chaotic.

The content of the education consists of five
principles: 1. Parents should love and care for
their children, children should have love and
devotion to their parents. 2. The ruler should
be kind to their subjects. The subjects should be
loyal to the ruler. 3. Husbands and wives should
love one another. 4. Siblings should live in
harmony. 5. Friends should be trustworthy to
one other. They have also taught people to dis-
cipline themselves, to be loyal and credible in
their spoken words, and to be sincere and dis-
creet in their behaviors. When dealing with daily
matters, people were taught to question their own
actions to make sure what they did were done
with kindheartedness and justification, not for
what they could profit from it; They were taught
to endeavor to the best of their ability to make
everything fair and reasonable, and not to be
concerned with their own contribution. When
it came to interactions with others, they did not
do to others what they did not want others to do
to them. When they encountered obstacles and
could not get the results they wanted, they re-
tlected on themselves to search for the reasons
why they had failed.

All religions are multicultural education
about peace and selfless compassion. They teach
people to love one another and to love all living
beings. All the religious scriptures are broad-
minded. If we are only concerned about our-
selves and not the others, this is not the God's
will, nor is it the purpose or the goal of religious



teachings. That is only the will and the wish of
a certain individual or a group of people.

Religious followers must deeply study their
own scriptures and practice the teachings of their
saints and sages. Otherwise, religions would be-
come superstitions. How would we achieve it?
Master suggest that UNESCO establishes a Uni-
versity of Waorld Religions for the 21st Century.
Each religion establishes a school within. Let
the religious education push the four types of
our education forward to make it work and last.
Only then will the world of the 21st Century see
a beam of light, and our world would be saved.

During the three-day Summit, participants
not only had formal discussions in the meeting
hall but alse had free and cozy conversations in
restaurants. For instance, Master Chin Kung men-
tioned in his chat, “Te put an end to conflicts
and attain peace, we must first resolve our own
self-contradiction and confrontation against all
people, affairs and things. | often remind my
students: when contradictions arise, we must
admit that we are always wrong and others are
always right. We should unceasingly correct our
faults and change for berter.” Master Chin Kung
introduced to Summit participants the practice
of inter-religion harmony and race unity in
Singapore, Australia, and Indonesia, as well as
the concept and practice of the long-distance
education through the satellite TV and Internet.

Participants agreed to Master's visions and praise
his accomplishments. Mr. Gustavo Lopez
Ospina, Director of UNESCO in Latin America
and Caribbean Regional Office, said, “we should
use the Venerable Master's method to carry out
large-scale educational projects in order to at-
tain our (peace) goals.”

Master Chin Kung presented a framed Chinese cal
ligraphy ‘Love” and a gift to each Summit participant.
He showed a huge painting ‘The Forms of the Hells" 1o
all participants at the end of the Summary Meeting and
called for education of cause-and-effect and teachings
of God and Saints. At the conclusion of the Summit,
Master Chin Kung jointly with the President of the Sum-
mit invited all participants to dinner. Every one was
very happy and wished that Master could come back
to the Summit again next time.
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TALKS ON

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND UNITY

During the breakfast on Sunday, 25 January,
Master Chin Kung and his followers met other
Summit participants, including Mr Gustavo
Lopez Ospina, director of UNESCO in Latin
America and Chairperson of this Summit, Mr
Matt Weiner, director of the Inter-Faith Center
in New York and Professor Swee-Hin Toh, Di-
rector of the Multi-Faith Center of Griffith
University. They were all very interested in Mas-
ter Chin Kung’s approach towards world peace
by promoting religious education, They all sat
around Master Chin Kung exchanging ideas and
were able to talk freely for an hour.

Master CK:
important to world peace. In order to implement
religious education, | give lectures on Buddhist
Sutras and have them recorded, copied and have

Religious education is very

an enormous number of audio and video cas-
sette tapes, CDs and DVDs made for world-wide
free distribution. Now my lectures are broadcast
via Satellite TV, There are many audiences. To-
day the President of Hwazan Satellite TV, Ms
Judy Chen, is also here with us.

Ms Chen: Hwazan Satellite TV is Master
Chin Kung's temple on television. It propagates

Buddhism 24 hours a day. It has already broad-

casted for a year. Currently it covers Asia, the
continent of America and the Pacific. Recently
we integrated Hwazan Satellite TV into the
Internet, so people who get on line all over the
world can also watch Hwazan Satellite TV,

Mr.Weiner: How many Dharma masters
are giving lectures on Hwazan Satellite TV?

Master CK:  So far there is only me. | al-
ready have about 20,000 lecture hours recorded
on audio and video tapes. If broadcast continu-
ously for 24 hours a day, these materials would
last for two years.

Prof. Toh: Plays and operas that are
meaningful and educational can also be
broadcasted.

Master CK:  Yes, we plan on doing that,

such as the movie version of Liaofan’s Four Les-
sons and the Buddhist cartoon stories etc.

Mr Ospina:  Currently, disasters abound
all over the world; our environments keep on
deteriorating; and there are endless conflicts
everywhere, UNESCO also has started to realize
the importance of teaching ethics and education
about virtues and moral principles.

Master CK:
religion should set up its own special channel of
broadcast, TV or otherwise, inviting 20 to 30 lec-
turers of morality to explain their own religious
scriptures or teachings and have them broad-
casted 24 hours a day to their followers and

This is very important. Each

students, to remind them daily that they need to
purify their minds. | believe the social trend of
people’s behavior will improve substantially
within 3 years and when people are in harmony,



the world disasters will also be re-
duced significantly.

Mr Ospina:  In order for us to
achieve world peace, we should
use the same method Master Chin
Kung uses to concentrate our man-
power and material resources to
conduct education on a large-
scale. Another question, how to
unite the religions?

Master CK:  All religions
should visit and communicate with
each other often, treating each

other with true sincerity. They all have to make
an effort. When | was in Singapore, | donated
5%$100,000 to each of the nine major religions, |
helped them with their charity work. One of the
religions wanted to build a school but was short
of 5$750,000. They asked us for help. Since this
amount was beyond our capability, we have the
other nine major religions joined with us to raise
funds for the project by holding a charity
walkathon. In just one day, we raized one mil-
lion dollars. In 1999 together we organized a
charity dinner: 3800 people from the nine dif-
ferent religions participated. In 2000, a total of
8000 people attended. In 2001, there were 7500.
Today the nine major religions in Singapore are
very closely knit.

Mr Ospina: If all religious leaders could
establish a common ground, unity among the
religions can be easily achieved.

master Ck:  That will not be difficult. Just
organize a world cruise for all the religious
leaders. This way all the religious leaders get to
see each other and interact with each other
everyday. They can freely communicate with
each other. Thus all contradictions and misun-
derstandings can then be resolved by this per-
sonal interaction. Take our Singapore experience

for example. The representatives from nine reli-
gions in Singapore didn't even want to talk to
each others. Only after a few trips together, they
are all good friends now. Furthermore, all their
scheduled activities can be broadcast on satel-
lite TV to the world. This would be a very effec-
tive way to unite all the religions.

Mr Ospina:  This is a very good idea.
UNESCO already offers a similar activity. In Paris,
every year we organize a one-month Mediterra-
nean cruise to promote the project of ‘Educa-
tion for Sustainable Development’. This activity
has gone on for five years and has proved to be
quite effective,

Master CK: | have discussed the possibil-
ity of having UNESCO holding its future peace
Summit in Queensland with the Griffith Univer-
sity vice-chancellors in Australia. If it can be done,
we welcome all of you to attend.

P.S. Another Summit participant, Dr
Primitive Chua from the Philippines, subse-
quently joined in the conversation. He told Mas-
ter Chin Kung that the broadcast of Master Chin
Kungj|s lectures can now be received on cable
TV and satellite TV system in Manila. His father
watches it everyday.
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Harmony Starts from Within

Speech at Summit’s Farewell Banquet

On Sunday, 25th of January 2004, The NGO
peace conference held at Okayama, Japan has
concluded successfully. President Mr. Okigaki
Tohru and Master Chin Kung jointly invited all
the conference participants to a dinner party near
the Okayama Castle. At the end of the party,
President Tohru invited Master Chin Kung to give
a speech. Master gladly obliged and said “I am
honored to be here to meet up with so many
devoted peace workers. In 70s of the last
century, a famous British historian Dr. Toynbee
and a famous Japanese scholar had an in depth
tliscussion. Dr. Toynbee said that we must rely
on the Chinese culture to help solving the prob-
lems of 21st century. Chinese culture contains
numerous aspects thar could take years to study.
The education aspect of Chinese culture could
be broadly classified into the following three
types of education:

1. Relationship between fellow human
beings, including the relationship between men
and society, nation and ethnic groups;

2. Relationship between human and natu-
ral environment;

3. Relationship between human and their
ancestors and the spiritual world.

When these three relationships had been
managed well, we could then reach true peace
among ourselves.”

Master used an example: “The Forbidden
Palace has three Great Halls. They are called
‘Tai Ho Hall’(Universal Peace), ‘Chong Ho Hall’
(Within Peace), and 'Pao Ho Hall (Keeping
Peace)’. The names of the three Halls have deep
implications. The phrase ‘Tai Ho' is expressing
the whole universe as harmonious and peaceful.
This is describing what this universe is like in
essence.  Inside this universe, there are many
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types of relationships. When these relationships
are equally harmonious and peaceful, it is then
called ‘Chong Ho’. This phrase describes the
universe on its appearances to an outsider. ‘Pao
Ho" is describing how the universe works which
means all relationships are properly treated, kept
in harmony and associated with inner wisdom.
This is what old scholars said when they were
talking about ‘morality and virtue’. Morality and
virtue are simply the natural way of everything.
Morality is the natural laws, while virtue is some-
thing we gain when we follow the natural laws.”

Master followed on by saying: "in order to
achieve "Ho’ (Peace), we must start from within
ourselves first. Erase our inner conflicts and in-
equality and then we could start to truly reach
outside and help the world, the society and the
whaole universe to attain peace.” Lastly, Master

wished everyone good health. “As long as our
minds are pure and full of goodness, our body
will surely be healthy. Only when we are
healthy, can we contribute to the world.” The
speech ended with thundering applauses.
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for they have reduced vour karmic obstacles.
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Jor they have raught you to be independent.

Be grateful to those who have
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for they have strengthened your ability.
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for they have increased your wisdom and concentration.
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MASTER CHIN KUNG’S ONLINE CLASSROOM

Pure Land College
of Australia

- Live lecture broadcasting

- Latest download and listening
of new lecture series (Flower
Adornment Sutra, Infinite Life
Sutra, Ten Virtuous Deed Sutra,
Earth Treasure Sutra, Latest
speeches and announcement,
Special reports, Events..etc (MP3/
WMV WMA formats)

Collected Talks of
Ven. Master Chin Kung

- All the latest lectures on docu-
ment files.

- Past lectures download and
listening (MP3/WMV/WMA
formats, under construction)
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Dallag Byddhist
Association

- Past lectures download and
listening (MP3/RM formats)

- English translated lectures
available on parts

Buddhist Education
Online College

- Nine years training program
on-line.

- Enroll with on-line
registration.

- Scheduled classes will help all
to keep on learing.

Hwazan Satellite TV
On-Line

- Dedicated to broadcasting Ven.

Master Chin Kung’ lectures 24
hours a day.

- Synchronized broadcasting of
both Hwazan Satellite TV and
Hwazan Internet will conve-
niently help all to tune in to
Master’s lectures wherever you
are.
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Space Physics
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Abstract

Traditional Buddhism is not a religion but an
education about the truth of life and the universe.
Modern science has gradually verified what
Buddha Shakyamuni taught in the sutras (i.e.,
Buddhist texts). We contrast the new physics
discoveries about the universe with statements in
the sutras. These new scientific discoveries are very
similar to what Buddha Shakyamuni taught 3000
years ago. Specifically, we relate three findings in
space physics to the Buddha's teachings: 1)
Distance and time are “illusory®; 2) Things can be
created from “nothing”: and 3) The origin of the
universe. We hope this preliminary study can
stimulate our thinking and discussion about the
truth of our universe.

Introduction

Traditional Buddhism is not a religion but an
education about the truth of life and the universe.
Modemn science has gradually verified what
Buddha Shakyamuni taught in the sutras (i.e,,
Buddbhist texts). It would be interesting to contrast
the new physics discoveries about the universe
with the statements in the sutras. In this paper, we
summarize some key discoveries about the
universe from America’s MNational Aeronautics and
Space Administration’s (NASA)' on-line cosmology
literature.

The purpose of this preliminary study is to
stimulate our thinking and discussion of the truth
about our universe. We believe that each religion
has insightful descriptions about the truth of life
and the universe. It is important for religious
followers to study their own scriptures and
understand these truths.

Modern cosmology attempts to describe how
the universe started and developed. The subject is
built upon quantum mechanics and Albert
Einstein's Theories of Relativity. Most of the
discoveries are derived from highly advanced
mathematical principles and are quite difficult for a
person without sufficient knowledge in physics and

" MASA, founded in 1958, is the world's leading research agency in
aerospace and physics.

mathematics to comprehend. However, we do not
intend to focus on the technical details of those
mathematical formulas here. What is important are
the messages that emerge from this scientific
research. We will elaborate on some key
discoveries of space physics research, which
appear amazingly similar to  what Buddha
Shakyamuni had taught 3000 years ago.’

In this paper, we present three key messages
derived from modern cosmology and guantum
physics, which are essentially the same as some of
the Buddha's profound teachings about the
universe. Below we try to use easy-to-understand
language to explain the ideas, avoiding
complicated mathematical equations, because we
expect our audience to be the general public, not
physics professionals. These three key messages are:

T Distance and time are “illusory”;
2. Things can be created from “nothing”;
3.  The origin of the universe,

1. Distance and Time are “Illusory”

To prove this concept is not an easy task in
physics. Although we do not emphasize the
technical aspects of physics in this paper, the proof
of this idea has to rely on Albert Einstein’s Theory
of Relativity. Relativity is an outgrowth of Einstein’s
thoughts in the early 1900s about motion and
gravity in a non-Mewtonian framework. Newton's
physics—especially in the realm of mechanics—
works well in the dynamics of three-dimensional
space (especially for earth-sized and smaller bodies)
and at velocities common to everyday experience.

Einstein's relativity framework, however, is
completely different. Instead of the Absolute view
of fundamental parameters such as space and time
envisioned in MNewtonian physics, space, time,
energy, and mass can all vary in their perceived
nature in a Relative sense. This theory completely
altered the direction of modern physics and
provided a solid theoretical founding for cosmic
research. Einstein is therefore regarded as the
“Father of Modern Science.”

Both the history of Einstein’s discoveries and an
excellent portrayal of how they affect cosmology
are given in Amir Acezel's book Cod's Equation:
Einstein, Relativity, and the Expanding Universe,
published by Dell Publishing in 1999. Einstein was
awarded the Nobel Prize in physics in 1922 and
was later selected by Time Magazine as the “Man
of the 20™ Century.” A splendid biography of him:
Einstein: The Life and Times by Ronald W. Clark,
published by Avon Books in 1971, describes
Einstein’s contribution as a scientist and
humanitarian.

* The tirme frame of 3000 years is caloulated from Chinese records which
differs from those of other countries.. Mot scholars bold that Buddha
Shakyamuni lived about 2500 years ago.



There are two stages of Relativity theories:
Special Relativity (SR) and General Relativity (GR).
Special Relativity is applicable to objects that are
traveling at uniform velocities. General Relativity is
concerned with the effects of accelerating
velocities. Einstein's theory of Special Relativity (SR)
was first published in Annalen de Physik in the
summer of 1905. In the same issue of that Journal,
he also had significant papers on Brownian motion
and on the photeelectric effect, for which he later
(in 1922} was awarded a Nobel Prize in physics.

Einstein, among other researchers, realized that
physical properties should theoretically change
greatly when their measurements are under
conditions where the observer is traveling at high
speeds relative to that of light. A simple
relationship between the length and speed of an
object can be described in the following equation:

L, =L 1-(*/c)

where L. is the object’s length when it is
moving, Lo is the object’s length when it is standing
still, v is the speed of the moving object, and ¢ is
the speed of light (approximately 300,000
kilometers per second). Figure 1 below shows the
inverse relationship between an object’s length and
its speed according to the equation (1). As an
object moves increasingly faster (relative to the
observer), its length becomes progressively smaller.

(m

Figure 1. The relationship between an object’s
length and speed
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Equation (1) tells us that objects that are moving
very fast {(at significant fractions of light speed)
would appear to “shrink” in length. If an object is
moving at the speed of light, then the ratio v//ic’ =1,
and we will observe that the object has no length
or size.” In other words, lengths (or sizes) will
vanish at the speed of light. For instance, under
certain conditions, you will not see any distance
between a nearby object (say, the Queensland
Perfarming Art Center in Brisbane, Australia) and a
distant object (say, the White House in Washington,
DC in the L.5.).* Or put it differently, under some

"1 is a beliel in physics that nothang with mass can actually move o the
speed of light as its mass would become infinite. Only massbess particles like
light #ueli can mave al the peed of light,

“ I phiysics, this would only be true to an observer traveling at the speed of
light relative to the Earth

conditions, you may be able to appear on Earth and
on Mars at the same time® as the distance between
Earth and Mars can vanish. Dr. Sten Odenwald,
MNASA's space scientist, concludes that objects can
be in many places at the same time.® Therefore,
distance is not real!

This concept is consistent with Buddha
Shakyamuni’s teaching in the Infinite Life Sutra’:
“The Buddha does come but without coming from
anywhere. He leaves but without going anywhere.
He was neither born nor will he pass away.” (& ¥
8 At d REmR EERME RLAR
3)." Another similar statement can be found in the
Practices and Vows of Bodhisattva Universal
Worthy of the Flower Adornment Sutra: “In each of
the immumerable Buddhas® lands, | manifesled
transformation bodies as numerous as the number
of fine dusts in incalculable numbers of Buddha-
lands.” (# B84 WM - RS RFMA &
—— A FRFTHF TR EHR S -)
Bodhisattva Universal Worthy has the ability to
appear in infinite number of worlds at the same
time. This ability can now be understood by
modern physics.

Regarding time, the theory of Relativity also
provides an intriguing viewpoint. A cornerstone
premise in Einstein’s physics is the constancy of the
speed of light. That is, light travels at precisely
299,792 km/sec (or approximately 300,000 km/sec)
and this is the highest speed an object can attain.
Nothing (with mass) can accelerate beyond the
speed of light.”

Let us first consider a simple example in our
daily life. Suppose we are walking in a fast-moving
train. While we might feel that we are walking
slowly, an observer outside of the train would see
that we were passing by very rapidly This is
because our relative speed is very low with respect
to the train but is very high with respect to the
external observer.

Mow suppose we occupy a spacecraft moving
at extreme speeds (approaching the speed of light)
away from Earth. From the spacecraft, we use a
special clock device to send forth a light signal
every second to an observer on Earth. In the
spacecraft passengers’ eyes, the relative motion of
ourselves within the spacecraft is that of standing
still with respect to the spacecraft, but moving quite
fast (close to the speed of light) with respect to

" Relative theory bells us that time, just as distance explained above, ds
relative. There is no absolute tlime of space. These vary depending on one’s
priil o resfierenice,

© Source: weww. Nasa. gov

" In fwll title, The Buddha’s Teaching On The Sulra of Awakening To The
Equanimity Pure Adornment of The immeasirable Lifespan of the Creat
Viehicle (84 & 8 o & & al Lok F X,

* The English quotes irom Buddhist sutras in this presentation may need 1o be
further palished. The Chinese original versions of the quotes ane also
presented for readers” rederence.

" The reason for this is that the object’s mass increases as the speed increases
and would become infinite at the speed of light which is clearly an
impossibility. It is hypothesized that particles called tachyons, go faster than
e speed of light; but they, theoretically, do not accelerate beyond the speed
of Hght but always move at a speed beyond that of light. They cannol
decelerate 10 the speed of light for the same neasons.
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external observers. For the rapidly moving
spacecraft passengers, the clock on board seems to
move normally (without any change in the length
of time of a second). The external observers receive
the light signal from the clock on the fast-moving
spacecraft at a much longer time interval (interval
between seconds increases), That is, for external
observers on Earth, the clock on the spacecraft
appears to tell time more slowly so that time
“stretches out.”

In effect, for anyone moving at high relative
speeds, time stretches out (called “time dilation®).
There is no “absolute” time. Thus, time is just an
*illusion.” Theoretically, you may be able to stretch
time from very short intervals to extremely long
intervals without making any change to vourselves
and your objects. In fact, we believe that the
Buddha has attained this ability. In the Infinite Life
Sutra, it is said: “The Buddha possesses
unfathomable wisdom. He has no obslacles. In one
single instant, he can dwell in innumerable billions
of kalpas (i.e., long eons), but his body and sense

organs do not increase or decrease (i.e., do not age).

Why is it? Because the Buddha's concentration and
wisdom are boundless and free of obstructions.”
(HRAREEFARASTFEREE=S i
ER R E o ENLR - E2REERY KA
ik BHHE MuFT7odiz2l EWHE
# o —tik ML 4 £ 4 - ) Hence, when we
attain the ultimate bliss of Buddhahood, this
fantastic ability comes naturally from within us.

Another excellent example of the time dilation
effect is best illustrated by Einstein's *“Twin
Paradox.” If the above-mentioned spacecraft were
to return Earth after 20 years (according to the Earth
calendar) of high-speed travel, the passengers on
board will prove to have aged less than 20 years of
Earth's time. Suppose two twin brothers born on
the same day separate in the following manner,
The ground twin remains on Earth while the space
twin takes a journey such as described above. The
ground twin now becomes 20 years older. The
space twin, upon return, appears to have aged
about 3 years because time has shortened from 20
vears to 3 years for the space twin and his bodily
functions in aging have proceeded more slowly
relative to those on Earth. To himself and any other
passengers on the spacecraft, he has aged in the
normal manner—although he felt that he was
traveling for only three years.

To take this a step further, theoretically, the
space traveler sees his return as a step into the
future (from 3 years ald to 20 years old). On the
other hand, if time can be shortened to a negative
value, the traveler can somehow move backward in
time from “now” to the past.'®

Buddhas and Bodhisattvas are able to actually
enter either the infinite past or the infinite future in
a single moment. As Bodhisattva Universal Worthy

* This would be possible il he could accelerate beyvond the speed of light
which modem physics has yet (o prove.

says in the Flower Adornment Sutra: “1 can clearly
behold the state of the future and combine all
coming kalpas (i.e., long eons) into one
instantaneous thought. | can also penetrate all the
eras of the past, present, and future in an instant.”
(PREEFTMD: REFRARAR  E—0d
-5 ZHEMA—H 0 B-BRKBEN )

To further illustrate this point, we want to cite
an example from Buddhist literature, which is
analogous to the example of Einstein's “Twin
Brother Paradox” that we just discussed. There
were three brothers who practiced hard in order to
be reborn into heaven and follow Bodhisattva
Maitreya's teachings there. The three promised
each other that whoever went to heaven first would
come back to tell the other two what was
happening in heaven.

One brother went to heaven first but never
returned. Then a few years later, the second brother
went to heaven and returned three years later to
see the third brother who was still on Earth. The
third brother asked, “What took you so long?” The
second brother protested, “I have been in heaven
for only a moment. As soon as | paid my respect to
Bodhisattva Maitreya, | returned to see you. But
when | came back, three years had passed on
Earth!” “What about our other brother who never
returned?” The second brother answered, “He was
seduced by many beautiful girls in heaven and
forgot about seeing Bodhisattva Maitreya.,” Upon
hearing this, the third brother felt that it was too
risky to attain enlightenment in heaven. He
decided to be reborn in the Western Pure Land and
follow the teachings of Buddha Amitabha. From
this example, we see that there is a time difference
between Earth and “heaven” perhaps due to
different relative speeds. Here, heaven can be
regarded as place of different space-time
dimensions.

In summary, space and time are varying and
illusionary phenomena. Under some conditions,
space and time can be changed completely, Indeed,
the recent discovery of Black Holes demonstrates
this concept. According to NASA space scientists,
space and time can reverse themselves in a Black
Hole. This means that space becomes time-like and
time becomes space-like. What we call time does
change to something with the mathematical
properties we have normally associated with space,
and vice versa.

2, Things can be created from nothing

Talking about this concept, let us first quote
MNASA astronomer Dr. Odenwald, “Nature has aver
the vears presented ws with many physical
situations where our intuition about how things
‘ought’ to behave has been shown to be absolutely
false: people age differently if they are moving
space can dilate; matter can be created out of pure
energy; matter can be created spontaneously out of
the vacuum...”



In this section, we present the idea that things
can be created from nothing. Without spending too
much time in explaining the mathematical formulas,
we can cite Einstein’s conclusion of the Principle of
Equivalence of mass and energy. That is, under
certain conditions, energy can “condense” to mass
and, conversely, mass is convertible to energy. The
famous conversion formula is

E=mc’
(2)

where c is the speed of light, E is energy, and m
is mass. The energy is equal to mass times ¢,

From this equation, one can deduce that as an
object moves faster up to speeds approaching that
of light, its energy will begin to increase notably. In
principle then, the maximum energy a given
amount of mass can release is determined by
This mass-energy equivalence forms the basis of
recovering huge amounts of energy by “tapping”
into the nuclei of atoms; the energy released from
the explosion of an atomic bomb is derived from
this theoretical relationship.

On the other hand, matter (mass) can be
created if enough energy is applied to some
volume of space. This can be seen by simply
rearranging the formula:

m = Efc?
(3)

The above formula suggests that under certain
conditions, we can convert energy into matter in
empty space. This means that one can literally
make up something out of “air.”" In fact, in a
micro world, we see things are created from
nothing all the time. This reminds us of what is said
in the Infinite Life Sutra: All the things that are
needed by them (people in the Pure Land) will be
in abundance, All the adorned things, such as the
palaces, the beautifully decorated clothing, the
fragrant flowers, the banners and umbrellas will
come forth just as one wishes for or needs. If a man
wishes to eat, the seven precious bowls and
containers, which contain hundreds of different
food and drinks of different tastes, will naturally
appear in front of him and be filled to the brim...
When eating is finished, the food, drinks, and
containers will disappear and appear again in time
for lunch.”" (B E&H8 8 +AS: LRAHME —W
YR TR M- Fit-HE ERZR HM3F
P Bl - F0RATF tWHBr a4
W Bekdif AMEN - FEd  BEHR )

A physical justification of this behavior in the
Pure Land is that people there possess highly
advanced scientific power so that they can create
things out of energy when they need them, and
convert them back to energy after use.

" hdy wse of "air’ here is not the best English expression since air is already
something. Maybe | should say “out of thin air* implying from nathing.

3. The Origin of the Universe

In the gquantum world, we see things
“appearing” out of nothing. Here, a quantum is the
smallest possible unit of energy. The universe may
have done the same thing—appeared out of
“nothing.” Dr. Odenwald said that when physicists
say “nothing,” they are being playful with the
English language, because we often think of a
vacuum as being “empty” or “nothing.” In fact,
physicists know full well that the vacuum is far
from nothing. Before the formation of the universe,
there was no time or space, not even vacuum. The
primordial state of the pre-universe period was far
from being the kind of “nothingness”™ we might
have in mind.

As Dr. Odenwald acknowledges, *We don't
have a full mathematical theory for describing this
state yvet, but it was probably ‘multi-dimensional’ ...
Mothingness [that gives rise to the present universe]
was not nothing, but it was not anything like the
kinds of ‘something’ we know about today. We
have no words to describe it and the ones we find
in the Oxford English Dictionary are based on the
wrong physical insight.”

Buddha Shakyamuni taught that the original
state of the universe, referred to as the “true self
nature,” neither comes from somewhere nor goes
anywhere, is neither continuous nor separate, is
neither dirty nor clean, neither increases nor
decreases. (F £ 74 » R ¥ REF » FIEFH 7
Tk =)

This  pre-universe state (or so called
“nothingness”) seerms obscure and
incomprehensible to most of us. Let us put it aside
for now and look at what happened at the moment
of the formation of the universe. The widely
accepted theory in physics about the formation of
the universe is the so-called “Big Bang" theory.
However, the theory is still being questioned both
in its detail and its essential correctness. We can
obtain some insights from this theory without
necessarily accepting this theory in its entirety.

According to the Big Bang theory, our universe
was created somewhere between 10-15 billion
years ago from a cosmic explosion that threw
matter in all directions. Before the explosion, there
was no “space” or “time.” Such a state is far
removed from anything we know. Even the laws
that govern the universe become totally obscure to
scientists.

The Buddha used the terms “unthinkable” and
“inexpressible” to describe this state. In fact, this
state is beyond our comprehension. Dr. Odenwald
admits “What this means to us may never be fully
understood.” But the Buddha did not imply that we
should not attempt to “understand” or “cbserve”
this state. The method we should use is “not to
think,” that is, meditation or deep concentration
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without any wandering thought. In deep
concentration, there are no obstacles. At this
moment, the true nature of ourselves and the
universe come forth. This level is called “the pure
state of enlightenment.”

So how big was our universe when it was born?
According to scientists’ calculation, the size of the
universe at that moment was equal to 10"
centimeters. That is, 0.000...0001 (33 zeros)
centimeters! Such a number is so small that it is
merely a mathematical concept and can never be
grasped by our common thought.

Consider this analogy. Suppose the thinnest
body hair has a diameter of 0.01 millimeters. If this
pre-universe particle can somehow be stored in a
thin hair, how many particles can you store across
the hair's diameter? You can store one million
trillion trillions of particles across the diameter of
your single hair! It is amazing that our infinite
universe once contained the same information as
that tiny particle did. This information includes
everything in the universe in the past, present, and
future, including you and me! It is more amazing
that a hair can potentially accommodate that many
universes! No wonder Buddha Shakyamuni told us:
“There is no difference between the infinite and the
infinitesimal. Incalculable number of universes can
emerge from a single pore!”

Another amazing phenomenon relates to the
speed of the expansion from this tiny particle to a
huge universe, Space scientists told us that the
particle expanded at an increditably high speed:
10 times bigger in every second. That means,
within less than one thousandth of a second, the
particle had grown to a size bigger than our present
solar system! The formation of our universe takes
only an instant! This scientific finding verifies what
the Buddha had stated in the sutra: the formation
and extinction of universes takes only an instant (—

REGCOXMM —MMWI 004 =)

In short, according to modemn cosmology, the
genesis of our entire universe is as follows. In the
beginning there was “nothing.”"? All of a sudden, a
tiny particle appeared. This tiny particle took an
unimaginably short instant to form our entire
universe. Currently, scientists do not have a
meaningful explanation of this tiny particle and
only have a subtle mathematical description.
Buddha Shakyamuni told us that this tiny particle is
actually one’s smallest wandering thought rising
from the pure mind. In an instant, this wandering
thought forms the entire universe. (B R4 4 =
ba o A By o)

Finally, when asked about other universes, Dr.
Odenwald answered that according to General
Relativity, our universe represents everything,
including all space, time, and galaxies. Other

* Here *nothing™ differs from its ordinary meaning, since *nothing® stll
implies an absence of something (Mo Thing). But in fact, there was neither

universes are of totally different space and time
completely outside our own. Those universes do
not now, or ever will in the future, have any
“physical” contact with our universe. From our
perspective, these other universes are literally on
the other side of eternity and infinity from our
perspective. Buddha Shakyamuni also said that
incalculable universes exist in numerous different
dimensions but we human beings are unable to see
them because our wandering thoughts,
differentiation, and attachments block our vision.
When we let go of our wandering thoughts,
differentiation, and attachments, we will be able to
clearly observe all the universes.

Summary

Let us summarize the points we have discussed
here.

First, distance and time are illusions of human
beings. Under some conditions, space and time
can vanish. You can appear in many places at the
same time and you can observe the past, present,
and future at the same instant.

Second, things can be created from nothing.
Objects can appear from vacuum. Pure energy can
be converted to mass and vice versa.

Third, the origin of the universe is an extremely
tiny particle. It takes an extremely short instant for
this tiny particle to expand into the huge universe.

Despite the significant progress in modern
cosmology research, the universe still remains
extremely profound to human beings. The more
phenomena that scientists discover the more they
realize how little they know about the universe,
Three thousand vears ago, Buddha Shakyamuni not
only explained the true phenomenan of this entire
universe but also showed us ways to attain the
ultimate wisdom that will enable us to see it all
very clearly. It is unfortunate that our scientists
have not studied Buddhism. Otherwise, modern
science would have even more advanced
achievements. We strongly believe that as science
advances, more facts taught by Buddha
Shakyamuni will be proven.

We conclude our paper with a quote made by
Albert Einstein, the “Father of Modern Science,”

“The religion of the future will be a cosmic
religion. It should transcend a personal god
and avoid dogmas and theology. Covering
both the natural and the spiritual, it should
be based on a religious sense arising from
the experience of all things, natural and
spiritval and a meaningful unity. Buddhism
answers this description. If there is any
religion that would cope with modern
scientific needs, it would be Buddhism.”

- Albert Einstein
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Translation from the back cover:

A PATH TO ULTIMATE HAPPINESS

In our practice, we strive to attain:
True Sincerity towards others,
Purity of Mind within,

Equality towards everything we see,

Proper Understanding of life and the universe, and
Compassion in helping others in a wise unconditional way.

In attaining these, we will

See Through to the truth of impermanence,

Let Go of all wandering thoughts and attachments,

Aftain Freedom of mind and spirit,

Accord with Proper Conditions to get along with the situation, and

Be Mindful of Buddha Amitabha, follow his taching and vow to reach the Western
Pure Land.
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“When a great animosity is resolved, remnant hatred is inevitable.
How can we call this resolution positive?”

Lao Zi (Founder of Taoism)

Trying to resolve enormous animosity or conflict without understanding its root cause, even though peace may have been
achieved through justice, remnant hatred will still exist. Hatred is born out of emotional attachments. Emotions are born out of a
deluded self-nature. In our original sell-nature, delusion does not exist, thus hatred does not exist at all.  Ancient Emperor Tang
said: “All faults of the world belong to me.” Tacist Ancient Master, Zhuang Zi said: “All gains and glories belong to others, all
errors and faults belong to me.” Therefore, saints often receive blames from the world but harboring no ill thoughts or anger
towards others. ks it not good to learn to be like Em peror Shun? (For three years, Shun’s parents and siblings tried to kill him but
Shun had never harbored any hatred against them. He felt that everything was his own fault. They were finally moved by his
sincerity.) Let us be encouraged by these words,
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Ven. Master Chin Kung said: “Satellite TV is the Buddhist
temple nf the 21° Century.” With the help of satellites, the
achir ----u_- dha are sent to every family. In a sense,
%es a Buddhist temple. Whenever TV is
old Master is there to teach. Learning and
1es one. Joy and happiness surely follows.

‘Hwazan Satellite TV " is Ven. Chin Kung's Buddhist
learning centre. Currently there are three satellites
brnadcastlng these lectures live. The satellite coverage
AsSia, Australia, North, Central and South America.
‘unable to receive transmission can tune in
”'prngrams through internet:

— http://www.hwazantv.com

Http://www.hztv.org

Hwazan Satellite TV is broadcasted on the internet 24

hours a day.




N X

P S B B s oA S R aly
xe;@’“‘

WY
=y
el

e
T
.
¢

2

=Rk

PURE LAND LEARNING COLLEGE
Add: 57 West Street, Toowoomba, Qld., 4350 Tel: 07 4637 8765 Fax: 07 4637 8764
Web Site: http://www.amtb-aus.org, http://www.chinkung.org Email: purelandcollege@yahoo.com.au





